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Summer is nearly at an end and probably the only people 
happy about that are those four Aussies (none of them 
shearers!) who have been in the news of late and might be 
looking for the seclusion of a quiet winter. 

For most here in good old New Zild it means the shearing 
sheds fall somewhat quieter while and those who are able, 
take their gear and continue working overseas for a few 
months. There’s not enough reading in this 96th edition of 
Shearing mag to keep you occupied all winter but I hope 
we present a useful variety of stories and information. 

We take four entertaining pages to recall the record-
setting exploits of Margaret McAuley, Maureen Hyett and 
Glenda Betts from the early 1980s, hard-working shed 
shearers and forerunners to the exploits of Kerri-Jo Te Huia, 
whose latest record is also chronicled here. Accidentally 
rather than deliberately topical, noting the rise of women 
among the ranks of shearers including an all-female 
shearing school in Australia recently.

Meanwhile we have travelled some backroads of the Deep 
South and North Island’s East Coast and caught up with 
hard-working gangs in action. So plenty of action photos 
from those trips and many more will have to wait until next 
edition to be published.

Again we record our thanks to all the contractors and 
advertisers for their continued support and on which the 
magazine depends for its existence. Keep well and we’ll 
be back again toward the end of August.

Ka kite ano
Des Williams (editor)

Cover photo: Hira Hari’s gang at Pakihiroa Station, 
Tapuaeroa Road, Ruatoria, 26 February 2018: Back 
left: Frank Hina, Te Rana Raroa, Dylan Te Maro, Phillip 
Roberts, Nukutai Tuhura, Keith Wilson, Sam Wilson, Joseph 
Hari, Hira Hari. Front left: Georgia Kaiwai, Josselle 
Kirikino, Karangawai Olsen, Henrietta ‘Poppy’ Kaiwai, 
Connie Raroa, Aroha Beach. 

NZ Shearing  Contractors’ Association

Annual General Meeting
Wed/Thurs 16/17 May 2018

James Cook Hotel, Wellington

Contact Secretary for further information
Cheryl Christie: tel 027 623 7634

Email: contactus@nzshearing.co.nz
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We stock parts and accessories to fit most shearing brands

Inner Flexis - made to order                  $100 each
Outer Flexis 1.5m 1.8m and 2m           $100 each
Comb Screws fit Sunbeam/Beiyuan/Lister/Heiniger  from  $11   each
Handpiece Cogs                   $50   pair
Pendulum - duel (comb and cutter also available)         $120 each
Handpiece Repair Kits  Handpiece Repair Kits               minor from  $50   each 
                        major from  $95   each
As well as Grinders, Dagging Plants, and much more......

PH: 0800 837 300 TXT: 027-5454549
www.BatemanShearingSupplies.com

Prices and availability are subject to change without notice, prices include GST, free postage excludes freight and oversized, heavy items. 

Only need a couple of things? Just want to try something new? No Problem!
There are no minimum orders 

Free delivery for standard courier orders*, including to RD addresses. 

Contact us today!

Handpieces
starting from 

$380 
parts also available

Quality gear, Bargain prices, Great service

DAVE BATEMAN
shearing supplies

All Cutters $4.50 each
ONLY $45 PER BOX
   Choose from: 
-  AA or  BB shape
-  Full thickness or ground 
-  Standard or Wide throw

BB

AA

13 Tooth combs
$21 each 

9 Tooth combs
$23 each

Cover combs
$25 each

Convex combs
$18 each
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The above is an invitation for you to attend our industry 
day in Christchurch. We have organised wool samples for 
you to evaluate; Yield & Micron (trophies will be given to 
the winners); a tour through New Zealand Yarn factory and 
three interesting speakers including Renata Apatu (Chairman, 
Campaign for Wool), Andrea Leslie (National Sector Manager 
Primary ITO) and Steve Grevatt (Taratahi Agricultural 
Training Centre).  

There will be displays relating to the wool industry and 
lunch is being provided. There is no charge to attend for 
NZWCA members and a charge of $25 for non-members. 

For more information and registration go to our web 
site www.woolclassers.co.nz or contact our Secretary at 
secretary@woolclassers.org.nz .

In addition to the above field day, we held a field day on 14 
March in Blenheim for which we had a moderate attendance. 
A tour was held through Wool Marketing Wool store and 

presentations from PGG Wrightson, 
The Drug Detection Agency, ANZ 
Bank, exercises for crossbred grading, 
oddment and breed recognition. 

Those in attendance all commented 
in their surveys that they gained more 
knowledge about what happens to 
wool once it leaves the shearing shed. 
In addition to these field days we are 
holding a further five days during this 

year: 6 June at Dunedin, 12 July at Omakau,  Invercargill  in 
November,  Te Kuiti and Waipukurau in September. More 
information on these events will be on our web site www.
woolclassers.co.nz in due course.

Due to our involvement in the wool harvesting industry 
we have a lot of contact with wool handlers and pressers, 
therefore we have created a new section in our membership 
and we invite them to be part of our organisation to share in 
our field days and the information about our industry that we 
regularly pass on to our membership. The cost to join is a 
modest $40. To fill out the application form go to our website 
www.woolclassers.co.nz  and under the heading JOIN scroll 
down to Wool Handlers and fill in your details. 

Just a reminder to our membership – Our Annual General 
Meeting is being held at the conclusion of our Industry day 
in Christchurch on 2 May. Look forward to see you all.

(Bruce Abbott NZWCA Executive Officer/Registrar)

Obituary: Dave MacPherson
Just recently we learnt of the passing of Dave MacPherson 
(Hairy Mack as many new him as)  at the age of 84. 

Dave worked in the wool industry all his working life, 
starting off at Dalgety’s in Gracefield, Wellington. He worked 
for them and through the subsequent mergers for 35 years, 
completing his tenure with them in Te Kuiti. 

Then in 1985 he started a business in Masterton (Central 
Wool Services) with Mervyn Kite. They sold that business to 
Elders Wool in 1994 and Dave stayed on as manager, working 
there for a total of 33 years. 

Dave was a very passionate wool man and contributed to 
the Golden Shears, being a wool judge and a very willing 
helper. He also was a wool judge at many A&P shows and his 
crowning glory was achieved as a wool judge at the Easter 
Show in Sydney.

Dave was one of the first to be signed up for a wool classing 
stencil, his number being 3. He was also a strong supporter 
of the New Zealand Wool Classers’ Association when it was 
set up in 2006 and served as Association Patron for a number 
of years.

Dave worked up until his death, having his farewell on 28  
February at CP Wools and passing away on 4 March, the day Dave MacPherson in characteristic pose at Golden Shears

after Golden Shears 2018 concluded. Dave will be missed by 
us all and our condolences go out to his family, Grant and 
Sandy and his six grandchildren.  (Bruce Abbott)
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NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association Inc

New members welcome. Join now!

Keep abreast with the new rates and changes in legislation.
National President: Jamie McConachie. Tel 03 236 4007. Email: jamie@nzshearing.com

National Secretary: Cheryl Christie, PO Box 11, Ashhurst.Tel 027 263 7634: Fax 06 326 8041
E-mail contactus@nzshearing.co.nz

By Tom Harding
Imagine you’ve just passed your driving test and got your 
full licence. You are given a brand new vehicle to use – a 
nice, solid 4x4; powerful, reliable, capable of some good 
hard work.  

But there is just one condition – you are stuck with this 
vehicle for the rest of your entire life and you can never ever 
change it or replace it. Oh – and, sorry, I forgot – you can 
never change the air filter, shock absorbers or many other 
critical parts. Once you’ve worn them out that’s it. 

Wouldn’t you try quite hard to avoid excessively dusty 
conditions to minimise the risk of clogging that precious 
single air filter?  And go carefully over the potholes on those 
bumpy metal roads?

The vehicle is your body; the air filter is your lungs and the 
shocks are your back (and various other important joints).  

Grinding late on a summer’s evening shows you just what 
you are breathing in when a chink of sunlight cuts through 
the grinding shed at the right angle. If you ever happen to 
be watching another shearer grind a comb when a beam of 
sunlight hits just the right area around the pendulum hook, 
you will be shocked at the clouds of steel particulates that 
billow upwards, dispersing indiscriminately.  You are blinded 
to this when doing your own by the bright, flying sparks and 
your concentration on the job.

Think about the difference between a full-thickness comb 
and one that’s too thin to crutch with any more, and between 
a string of 100 new cutters and the same string when worn 
out. That steel has gone somewhere, and it’s all into the 
atmosphere that you are breathing as you do your ‘homework’ 
every night.  For every thousand microscopic particles that 
you breathe into your lungs, not all of them will be exhaled 
back out. I’ve often thought that it’s a wonder shearers’ lungs 
don’t set off the security scanners at airports when we are on 
our international travels.

Every grinder should have an extractor hood fitted above 
it and wired into the shed lighting system so that it is on by 
default.  

Unseen hazard – metal dust in the grinding room
When it comes to your back, if you are still on the right 

side of thirty, think about the technique you use to catch and 
drag out sheep, and even more importantly, about the way 
you regain control of a kicker that you lose on the last side.  
It’s actually quicker and easier most of the time to just turn 
off the machine, put the handpiece down for a second and 
use both hands to sensibly re-position the sheep, but far too 
often we don’t, do we?

Those old guys who, ever since you were a teenager have 
been telling you, ‘You don’t want to be doing that like that, 
son…’ are saying it for a reason; think about it – they were 
in their twenties once and they thought their body was every 
bit as invincible as you think yours is . . . until they found 
out the hard way that actually, it isn’t.

  It really isn’t that difficult or expensive in the long run to 
look after your body if you just use your head a bit, and the 
reward should be a much longer and more lucrative career in 
the sheds, not to mention better quality of life.

Taking care of bodyness
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Making health and safety easy
www.shearq.nz

Grant Moore Shearing
Winton, Southland

Staff required for our busy 
mainshear December to April
Meals and transport provided

Excellent pay rates and 
working conditions

Phone Grant on 
027 345 0963

or 03 236 1401
Member New Zealand Shearing 

Contractors’ Association

Jock Martin gang at Andrew and Kelly Gray’s Waitehuna property, January 2018. From back left: Frankie Tuwhangai, 
Ian Flett, James Smaill, Lucan Tipene, Reihana Knowles. Front left: Gina Scurr, Ayla Carroll, Mihima Wanoa and Babe 
Tuwhangai. A shed in the heart of Highlanders country, says Mr Martin. Below left: Reihana Knowles prepares another 
one for the tally book. Centre: Ayla Carroll all concentration at the skirting table. Right: Frankie Tuwhangai on the hooks.
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Busy boy Beau

East Coast Shearing proprietor Beau Guelfi, attracted to 
New Zealand for the surfing ... and the shearing, of course.

By Des Williams
While he freely admits to a love of surfing, it’s probably fair 
to say Beau Guelfi hasn’t wasted a lot of time in his 38 years 
to date. (Interim conclusion: surfing is not a waste of time!)

Born and raised at Kukerin, Western Australia (300 km 
south-east of Perth), Beau turned his hand to shearing a few 
months before his 17th birthday and two-and-a-bit years later, 
just 19, he was having his first crack at a shearing world record.

That was at Branxholme, Victoria, where he shore 463 
strongwool (romney/coopworth) lambs to establish a world 
record. Note, some media reports on this tally comment that 
Beau had broken the mark of 427 set by Brett Cavanough at 
Widgiewa Station in 1997. Brett in fact had shorn crossbred 
lambs (half merino) which is a different wool category for 
world record purposes.

[And Cavanough’s feat was remarkable enough in itself, 
having given himself a break from the racing industry at 
the age of 24, taken up shearing and set his record before 
returning to the horses.]

Beau looks back at his first foray before the world record 
judges and says he was simply out of his depth. ‘Not a lot 
of 19-year-olds attempt shearing world records but I did, 
nevertheless and managed 463 in eight hours. Apart from 
the usual hard work in the sheds, for seven months prior to 
the attempt I had been undertaking a strict exercise regime 
involving running, sit-ups, push-ups and extension work.’

Beau had strong support from his father, Adrian (also a 
shearer) and his mother Kaaren, who kept him fed on pasta, 
fruit salad and a special shake containing amino acids, vitamins 
and minerals, as journalist Terry Sim reported in the Australian 
media. Those sheep, incidentally, were supplied by another 
Australian representative and record-setter, Trevor Bacon.

That was just the first of several world record attempts 
and Beau remains in the official world record books for the 
nine-hour, four-stand strong wool lambs, having contributed 
713 to the tally of 2897 established with Roger Neil (710), 
Cartwright Terry (734) and James Fagan (740) at Waihi 
Pukawa, near Turangi on 17 February 2009.

Then four years ago (5 April 2014) he (with 461), Bob 
White (432) and Steve Mudford (396) shore 1289 merino 
ewes in eight hours at Mudford’s Parkdale woolshed, north-
east of Dubbo, New South Wales, which also stands unbeaten.

Beau also took to competition shearing from the outset of 
his career on the handpiece and although he tends to favour 
the speed shears (with 137 open wins to his credit in New 
Zealand, Australia and the UK), he represented Australia at 
the 2003 world championships at Edinburgh, as well as in 
trans-Tasman test series at home and in New Zealand in 2003, 
2006 and 2008. 

Beau first came to New Zealand for work 21 years ago, 
after completing his first season in Western Australia. He did 
the first of several seasons around Masterton and free-lanced 
around other parts of the country. He settled at Gisborne 15 
years ago, attracted by the surf and by the plentiful number 
of sheep. He completed several seasons with Poverty Bay 
Shearing (Phill Proudfoot) before taking over the business 
himself about a year ago.

‘Phill decided he’d had enough and I was keen to go down 
a different course so that worked out well for both of us. 

I’ve been running four gangs at main shear and am down to 
one at this stage of the season [late February]. My sheds are 
all located within an hour or so’s travel from Gisborne and 
sometimes the biggest problem in this part of the world is 
getting the sheep dry.’

As well as being a ‘single businessman’, Beau is also a solo 
parent to the 11-year-old son and 10-year-old daughter from 
his relationship with former partner, Dana. Both children are 
presently at intermediate school.

Beau is also the instigator of the high-profile Facebook page 
shearingworldwide, which (quoting from Shearing magazine 
August 2102) was ‘set up as a place where shearing folk can 
share a yarn, have a joke and some fun, glean some useful 
information, provide support in tough times and let people 
enjoy each other’s company. In other words, an extension 
of the conversations common to cut-outs, a quiet night at 
the shearing quarters, a big night out at the pub or amongst 
anyone who has ever experienced sitting round waiting for 
sheep to dry.’

Like you sometimes have to do in the Gisborne/East Coast 
district. But not the day when Shearing mag passed through 
to find four different gangs from three different contractors 
(including Beau’s) working on a 20km stretch of Motu back 
country road!

GRANT MURDOCH SHEARING
Kurow (Member NZSCA)

Positions available for reliable, experienced finewool shearers 
and shedhands for pre-lamb. Mid-July to end of October.
 
Great working environment, accommodation available, top 
pay rates, meals and transport provided.

For all enquiries call Grant on 0274 307 678 
or office 03 4360436
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Shearingmag 
is on Facebook

Ewe beaut!

Chrystal Shearing
Has positions available for 

reliable, experienced shearers and 
shedhand workers for mainshear. 
Nov. to end of Jan. Our 2nd shr 

run is March to end of July. Ring 
now to secure a position.

Phone Farrell on 06 839 7999 
mob 027 308 8725

Or Max (organiser) on 027 688 4673

Robertson Shearing Ltd
Lawrence

Wanted: honest, reliable staff

Good accommodation and 

meals provided

Phone Mouse on
03 485 9127 

STAY
      WEIRD

Above: former open class woolhandler, 
Denise Whitiwhiti, in control of the 
timing gear at the Agrodome Shears, 
Ngongotaha in January. Welcome back, 
Denise! Below: This photo of Hine 
Biddle belongs with the essay at page 
38, but we couldn’t fit her in there – so 
here you are Hine, in ahead of the rest! 

Robertson Shearing (Lawrence) gang at Redditt’s property near Tapanui, January 
2018. Back left: Ioan Jones, Abo Roberts, JohnBoy Cowie, Bernie Kingi. Front left: 
Merlot ‘Puna’ Tupara, Hazel Kuru, Stevie Lacy, Mere Karaitiana, George Niania.

Kevin Williams gang at Pakihi Station, Motu, 27 February 2018. Back left: Lorenzo 
Kaa, Jaq Carlson, Peia Higgins, Mark Lilburn, James Thomson, Rafael Destombe. 
Front left: Rose Rangiwai, Eru Mataira-Hannan, Kiesha Taua, Megan Fleming, 
Mate Purewa. Inset left: Kevin Williams.
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By John Philp
Sheep are shorn for a variety of reasons including recovery 
of wool for further processing. With the change in shearing 
patterns over the years it means that they are shorn at many 
different times in the year. Pre-lamb shearing has become 
more wide-spread but unfortunately it is often a time where 
weather is unpredictable and sudden cold snaps occur that can 
be detrimental or fatal to the health of recently shorn sheep.

‘The Blade Runner’
The object of this lifter is to leave a controllable pre-set 
thickness of wool on the sheep after shearing plus the grease 
covering for protection of the animal as well the tip staple for 
the next year’s shearing. The added advantage of using a flat 
thirteen-tooth comb above the lifter means you get a greater 
cutting edge leaving a flat, even appearance. The greater 
cutting edge of the flat comb combined with the three-finned 
lifter doesn’t open up the wool fibre as much on the skin as 
the lifter travels though the secondary cut wool, thus leaving 
a layer of grease.

Initially this design was created to use on merinos and 
the finer wool sheep to leave a suitable wool cover and less 
cuts for the higher country farmer than he was getting with 
other specialist winter combs. It has also become a tool for 
the cross-bred and composite farmer as well, giving them an 
option with seasonal changes. 

On fine wool sheep, because of the fibre density, the amount 
of wool left on the animal can be up to 10mm, whereas on 
an opened wool crossbred sheep it will be around 5-8mm.
Even though it is leaving less on an open shearing sheep it’s 
appearance can be deceiving as it is not fully on the skin and 
hasn’t spilt the fibre, hence the grease layer is still there and 
after a few days or a week you will see the difference after 
the wool has bounced up or fluffed. With using a flat comb 
as the cutting edge this also stops the amount of fibre fracture 
that occurs with a cover comb. Using the ‘Blade Runner’ also 
decreases the amount of skin and body cuts.

The flat comb lifter was designed for use in the Waikari / 
Hawarden area of North Canterbury where the climate can 
be variable and, the declining number of blade shearers was 
becoming a problem. By using local machine shearers, the 
farmers could vary their shearing and they could rely on get-
ting the same shearers and shed staff most of the time. This 
added flexibility suited, as well as not having the worry of 
looking after a big mob of shorn sheep all at once and taking 
some of the stress away from cover comb-shorn sheep. 

From the shearer’s side of things, the flat comb lifter is 
slower to use than a cover comb (winter comb) as you are 
pushing thirteen teeth through the wool instead of nine, and 
you don’t get the same wool drag into the comb because you 
are shearing off the skin. 

As you are shearing off the skin it may take a day or two 
for the shearer to get used to it but most shearers handle it and 
work out the concept well. But taking this into why it was de-
signed as a blade shearing and cover comb option you can still 
put out reasonable tallies and sheep can be shorn full wool.

On the gear side of things, you can use your flat combs out 
of the scallop on some sheep types and half worn to thinner 
cutters seem to get the best cut. Longer bevel combs seem to 

work the best but again depending on the type of sheep you 
are shearing, we have found that half-worn gear is the best 
to use and that the shearer has a bit more confidence using 
this set up and feels a bit safer.   

With the ‘Blade Runner’ itself you have to use longer 
comb screws to fit it to stop cross threading and to hold the 
lifter, comb and cutter on. Using this system, you should get 
less vibration and shouldn’t be so hard on your handpiece, 
making for a smoother run and last longer than when using 
a cover comb.

Because the ‘Blade Runner’ is made of machined alumin-
ium for weight purposes, dents and scratches can occur along 
the gliding fins. These can easily be taken out with a diamond 
hone and stone. Also, it will wear along the fins through the 
shear abrasive nature of the wool when shearing and round 
off which also can be fixed with the hone and stone. 

It must be kept sharp and bevelled at the point as this is 
where the entry into the secondary cut wool happens and 
is one of the key factors in it working. You may find that 
every now and again it needs a touch up to keep it operating 
smoothly (once a week, depending on how much work it 
has had) just as a set of blades need sharping every now and 
again between sheep.

In summing up, the ‘Blade Runner’ flat comb shearing lifter 
is another tool for a shearer’s kit along with his flat combs, 
cover combs and blades, and becomes an option for the farmer 
in the winter months when things get tough. 

(Contact John on 027 617 1981 for further information.)     

Flat comb ‘Blade Runner’ lifter

Hop Haare shearing with the Blade 
Runner. Inset: Closer view
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By Emily Te Kapa
If you look deep in the heart of Scotland, tucked in the glen 
at the head of a loch, you might be surprised to find a noisy 
little tent, bursting with a vast contrast of atmosphere, gushing 
with people from all over the world, contently celebrating 
(or cursing) our little treasures from the hills, the Scottish 
Blackface! Lochearnhead is the only show in the world that 
competes solely on the breed and it’s up to you whether they 
are beauties or beasts.

This humble contest started in 1993 as a three-stand in a 
back garden and grew to be one of the most attended shearing 
events in Britain as well as being a prominent show for the 
Scottish Circuit. The Scottish Blackface Championships are 
also the first show in the UK to welcome the New Zealand 
Team, presenting the first challenge for the Kiwis against 
Scotland. Scotland vs NZ is a much-loved test by the locals 
and competitors due to the titillating build up, a heartfelt tune 
on the pipes followed by a much-anticipated Haka! 

The New Zealand team also competes for the coveted Joe 
Te Kapa Memorial Trophy, in honour of the New Zealand 
Master, introduced in 2012. Joe was a great supporter of the 
show as have been many top shearers from New Zealand over 
the years! Lochearnhead village has been known to many 
worldwide as it was once the shearing capital of Scotland 
and is still an important stop for any budding show shearer 
or for those just hoping to see a little slice of the highlands.

The people, much like our sheep, are known for their 
resilience, are not afraid to burn in the sun or dance in 
the puddles. Come darkness there is a whole different din 
thumping out of the tent – the hearty beat of a ceilidh band! 
Many kiwis have tried their luck with the lassies at the barn 
dance, but few have mastered ‘Stripping the Willow’. Anyone 
who has come will tell you the party doesn’t stop when the 
lights go off and dawn is never too far away. So as an open 
gesture to the world, we, in Lochearnhead, invite you to 
attend our 25th anniversary champs, test yourself in a unique 
competition and harbor some long lasting memories in this 
legendary little hideaway we call home.

Deep in the heart of Lochearnhead

DAVIS SHEARING 
CONTRACTING

Covering Otago, Southland and further afield 
from our bases at Gore, Milton and Balclutha

Shearers and shedhands -  we provide excel-
lent accommodation and living conditions, clean 

sheep, great sheds, steady work.

We focus on providing top quality shearing and 
wool preparation service for our many clients in 
a competitive but relaxed working atmosphere

Farmers - we have the crew to meet your needs - 
when you want it, how you want it.

Ring Jason - tel 03 418 0824.  
E-mail shara.jason@xtra.co.nz
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  Buck Naked       ....    and     ....         Doug Deep       

That Sam Saunders looks like he might 
have been quite good in his hey-day, you 
reckon?

Oh yeah no, definitely!

Wide-combing it with ... © Last Side Publishing 2018

Sonny Wink: Obituary
Sonny Wink’s long devotion to shearing sports and 
competition judging was recognised by Shearing Sports New 
Zealand in 2008 when the Tapanui man was presented with 
a Certificate of Appreciation. At that time he had contributed 
more than 30 years of service to competitions in the lower 
half of the South Island and was a stalwart of his local show, 
the West Otago Shears.

Having grown up on his parents farm at Heriot, Sonny (real 
name Alexander) was shearing sheep by the time he was 15 
and then spent four years working with George Ruthven, 
whose renown ability to shear with immaculate quality soon 
rubbed off on his young pupil.

Sonny went to the first Golden Shears competition in 1961, 
representing the Otago-Southland YFC, and competed for 
many years afterwards – even timing his 1970 wedding to 
Heather to coincide with the Shears for their honeymoon!

Sonny went to the United Kingdom for some overseas 
experience in 1964 and found work with shearing equipment 
manufacturers, RA Lister Ltd at Dursley. He was employed 
as a shearing instructor, travelling around England and 
Scotland in that role. Before returning home Sonny was able 
to take part in a couple of shearing competitions, winning at 
Aberdeenshire and placing second at the Royal Welsh Show. 

Sonny returned to New Zealand on a fishing boat! He and 
some mates got the job of sailing the 50-tonne vessel from 
Scotland to Gisborne and had quite a few adventures along 
the way in the four months it took to get home.

After settling back in New Zealand Sonny resumed his 
shearing career and established his own business, West 
Otago Shearing. Working with Toby Smith, the pair shore 
about 34,000 sheep a year without having to travel any more 
than 20 km from Tapanui. At the height of each season they 
would be employing 10 shearers.

By 1977 Sonny reckoned he was getting too old (having 
turned 40!) to shear and then established a fencing business, 
having modified a post hole driver to his own needs that 
could put 300 posts a day into the ground. But despite his 
best intentions, the handpiece kept calling and he was still 
shearing regularly well into the mid-1980s.

Sonny played a key role in establishing the West Otago 
Shears at Tapanui in 1988, assisted by local shearers Peter 

Sonny Wink at Golden Shears in the early 1960s.
Rodger and the late Tony Calder and A&P Show committee 
member Jack Sheppard.

Sonny experienced respiratory and heart problems for the 
last 18 years of his life. Despite being very ill towards the 
end, he was able to attend the Saturday afternoon programme 
of the world championships at Invercargill in February 2017. 
The chance to see a lot of old mates for what would be the 
last time gave him immense pleasure.

Sonny’s wife Heather says shearing really was his life and 
when live streaming of shearing events became available 
he would tune in to watch, even choosing shearing ahead of 
his love for rugby, if there happened to be a clash of timing.

Sonny died on 15 March 2017, aged 80, just a month after 
that fabulous occasion at Invercargill. He is survived by 
wife Heather and two daughters, Kathrine and Sue and five 
grandchildren.
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Road accident claims popular JR
The late James ‘JR’ Ritchie competing at 
the North Island Speedshear at Waitete 
Rugby Club on 15 January 2018. James 
died in a road accident near Te Kuiti in 
the early hours of Sunday 3 February. 
His partner Nadia, together with Mike 
Maguire and his partner survived the 
crash with minor injuries after being 
treated at Waikato Hospital. Aged 31, 
James drew mourners by the hundreds 
to Piopio’s Mokau Kohunui Marae 
for his tangi, where many speakers 
paid tribute to his ‘larger than life’ 

character and personality. As well as 
his shearing accomplishments (senior 
finalist at both Golden Shears and New 
Zealand championships in 2007) James 
represented King Country at rugby on 
27 occasions, starting and finishing his 
career with Ranfurly Shield challenges 
against Taranaki (2012) and Waikato 
(2016). Among the stories told about 
this immensely popular man was one by 
Dig Balme (wearing his rugby referee’s 
hat). He had to penalise JR in a club 
match against Taupo for taking a swing 
at his opposing prop forward. Someone 

suggested after the game the offence 
was deserving of a yellow card. ‘And 
yes, in hindsight it probably was worth 
a yellow,’ Dig said. At which point he 
took a yellow card from his pocket and 
placed it on JR’s casket.

JR’s King Country coach Paul 
Mitchell related how the aspiring 
prop forward  was running past his 
(Mitchell’s) house early one season, 
spotted Paul in the yard and stopped 
to talk. ‘Oh, so this is where you live, 
that’s handy to know,’ JR said. ‘He kept 
running past every day for the next 
couple of weeks and I finally had to say 
to him, “you can stop running this way 
now, I’ve selected you in the team!”’

James Ritchie is survived by partner 
Nadia and children Summah (7) and 
Kobe (1).

JR

Emotional Speedshear
The second annual North Island 
speedshearing championships at Te 
Kuiti’s Waitete Rugby Club in January 
was an emotional experience for all 
who attended. Former King Country 
resident, Neil St George presented 

a handsome trophy (silver-plated 
handpiece mounted on native timber) 
in memory of his son, Beau St George, 
who was killed in a car crash in France 
in April 2017. Paerata Abraham won 
the championship and the trophy 
(above, being presented by Neil and 

Beau’s partner Herminie Gouard) with 
a time of 16.56, closely followed by 
Jack Fagan (17.28) and Marshall Guy, 
17.86. The senior title went to Daniel 
Langlands (above) with a time of 25.70. 
The North Island championship event 
now shapes as a permanent annual 
fixture on the Shearing Sports calendar. 



Shearing 14

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

 SOUTHLAND

DARYN & CHARMANE 
MURRAY

Integrity Shearing 
giving you the respect 

you deserve

TEL 03 225 4605
Email: integrity.shr@xtra.co.nz

RESULTS 58th Golden Shears, Masterton War 
Memorial Stadium, 1-3 March 2018

International:
TransTasman shearing (6 merinos, 3 crossbred longwool, 3 second-
shear): Australia (Shannon Warnest, Jason Wingfield, Daniel McIntyre) 
251.251pts beat New Zealand (John Kirkpatrick, Rowland Smith, 
Nathan Stratford) 267.029pts. 
Trans-Tasman woolhandling: New Zealand (Joel Henare, Maryanne 
Baty) 285.85pts beat Australia (Melanie Morris, Sophie Huf) 453.47pts.
Shearing: 
Bayleys Golden Shears Open (20 sheep): Rowland Smith (Marae-
kakaho) 57.27 1; David Buick (Pongaroa) 59.631 2; John Kirkpatrick 
(Napier) 60.843 3; Gavin Mutch (Scotland) 61.758 4; Murray Henderson 
(Halcombe) 63.154 5; Nathan Stratford (Invercargill) 64.340 6.
PGG Wrightson Wool National Shearing Circuit: (3 finewool, 3 
longwool, 3 corriedale, three lambs, 3 second shear): John Kirkpatrick 
(Napier) 78.244 1; Grant Smith (Rakaia) 80.835 2; Nathan Stratford 
(Invercargill) 80.599 3; Stacey Te Huia (Te Kuiti) 81.761 4; Ethan 
Pankhurst (Masterton) 86.267 5; Colin O’Neill (Alexandra) 89.542 6.
Golden Shears Senior (12 sheep): Tegwyn Bradley (Woodville) 51.836 
1; David Gordon (Masterton) 57.07 2; Cody Greig (Levin) 59.666 3; 
Lionel Taumata (Taumarunui) 59.811 4; Paul Swann (Wairoa) 63.571 
5; Barney Cummings (Winton) 65.031 6.
Golden Shears Intermediate (8 sheep): Brandon Maguire Ratima 
(Winton) 45.264, 1; Gwydion Davies (Wales) 50.907 2; Madison Bright 
(Takapau) 51.234 3; Daniel Seed (Woodville) 51.332 4; Trent Hewes 
(Glen Murray) 52.807 5; Cob Higgins (Havelock/Blenheim) 52.977 6. 
Golden Shears Junior  (5 sheep): Brook Hamerton (Ruawai) 41.425 1; 
Reuben Alabaster (Taihape) 43.329 2; Keith Swann (Wairoa) 43.424 3; 
Jonathan Painter (Pahiatua) 43.63 4; Leam Pritchard (Pongaroa) 44.283 
5; Daniel Biggs (Mangamahu) 44.94 6.
Golden Shears Novice (2 sheep): Andrew Baxter (Pongaroa) 40.026 1; 
Kirk Karaitiana (Takapau) 41.826 2; Logan Kamura (Marton) 45.085 3; 
Jerome Papworth (Eketahuna) 45.312 4; Kendra Paulsen (Waikaretu) 
50.447 5; Samantha Baxter (Pongaroa) 50.527 6.
Golden Shears Maori Pakeha Teams (8 sheep each): Brett Roberts 
(Mataura) and Ethan Pankhurst (Masterton) 79.478 1; Ringakaha 
Paewai (Gore) and Hayden Tapp (Taihape) 85.212 2; Robert Mudgway 
(Taihape) and Darren Alexander (Whangamomona/Hastings) 88.779 3.
Golden Shears Open Invitation Encouragement (6 sheep): Axle Reid 
(Taihape) 28.413 1; Floyde Neil (Taumarunui) 29.617 2; Ringakaha 
Paewai (Gore) 32.496 3; Matt Tumohe (Balclutha) 33.054 4; Michael 
Fabish (Stratford) 33.793 5; Hemi Braddick (Eketahuna) 35.258 6.
Golden Shears Life Members Student Shearing Challenge (1 sheep): 
Waipaoa Station Cadet Training, Gisborne (Kristy Roa and Jacob 
Maxwell 116.021 1; Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre, Carterton 
(Hamish Maher and Kody Kingi 116.179 2; Smedley Station Cadet 

Training, Tikokino (Jack Harley and Ben Weeks  119.301 3.
Veterans (over 60 years, 3 sheep): Russell Knight (Apiti) 20.312 1; 
Peter McCabe (Tauranga) 26.391 2; Koro Mullins (Dannevirke) 26.464 
3; Kevin Buckman (Apiti) 31.418 4; Allan Williams (Masterton) 32.252 
5; Hugh McCarroll (Whangamata) 38.024 6.
Woolhandling:
Golden Shears Open (5 fleeces): Joel Henare (Motueka) 174.202 1; 
Pagan Karauria (Alexandra) 240.782 2; Sheree Alabaster (Taihape) 
242.336 3; Maryanne Baty (Gisborne) 364.2 4. 
North Island Circuit Open (6 fleeces – 3 long wool, 3 second shear): 
Sheree Alabaster (Taihape) 143.01 1; Pagan Karauria (Alexandra) 
155.46 2; Keryn Herbert (Te Awamutu) 161.346 3; Monica Potae 
(Milton) 180.22 4.
Golden Shears Senior (4 fleeces): Sharon Tuhakaraina (Gore) 129.864 
1; Ash Boyce (Dannevirke) 178.03 2; Lashara Anderson (Invercargill) 
198.078, 3; Ricci Stevens (Napier) 2345.76 4.
Golden Shears Junior (4 fleeces): Ngaira Puha (Kimbolton) 173.598 
1; Sarah Davis (Rotorua) 174.712 2; Summer Pritchard (Pongaroa) 
246.25 3; Samantha Baxter (Pongaroa) 252.394 4. 
Golden Shears Novice: Heaven Kemp (Gisborne) 104.398 1; Tracie 
Baxter (Pongaroa) 112.808 2; Georgia Oliver (Masterton) 114.382 3; 
Chelsea Duffy (Eketahuna) 151.764 4.
Veterans: Bo Paku-Clark (Masterton) 66.91 1; Mavis Mullins 
(Dannevirke) 66.69 2; Mii Nooroa (Masterton) 99.25 3; Oti Mason 
(Dannevirke) 109.0 4; John Hodder (Featherston) 141.75 5; Missy 
Riddell (Masterton) 198.88 6. 
Woolpressing:
Men’s final: Vinnie Goodger (Masterton) 41.45 1; Ricci Stevens 
(Napier) 59.8 2.
Women’s final: Cushla Abraham (Masterton) 79.35 1; Carmen Smith 
(Pongaroa) 178.65 2.    
Pairs final: Jimmy Samuels and Jono Hicks (Marton) 63.9 1; Carlene 
Karaitiana and Jeremy Goodger (Masterton) 75.85 2.
Triathlon (shearing, woolhandling, woolpressing): Jeremy Goodger 
(Masterton) 143.21 1; Vinnie Goodger (Masterton) 148.453 2; Ricci 
Stevens (Napier) 180.321 3; Jared Mullins (Dannevirke) 211.092 4; 
Jono Hicks (Marton) 212.152 5; Conan Gray-Harmon (Masterton) 
215.299 6. 
YFC Open Shearing (6 sheep): Jimmy Samuels (Marton) 28.67 1; 
Ethan Pankhurst (Masterton) 29.591 2; Brett Roberts (Mataura) 30.046 
3; Jack Fagan (Te Kuiti) 30.284 4; Floyde Neil (Taumarunui) 30.8 5; 
Turi Edmonds (Raetihi) 33.432 6.
NZ YFC Teams: West Coast (shearers Jimmy Samuels, Connor Puha; 
woolhandlers Logan Kamura, Ngaira Puha) 175.953 1; South Island 
(shearers Ethan Pankhurst, Duncan Higgins; woolhandlers Sarah Higgins, 
Samantha Gordon) 237.316 2; East Coast (shearers Mark Baxter, Cullum 
Pritchard; woolhandlers Samantha Baxter, Summer Pritchard) 269.894 3.
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Benefits include:
• Support from experienced industry professionals
• Save time by entering tally sheet data only once
• Pay employees and produce payslips
• Invoice clients and track payments against accounts
• Produce PAYE, employee earnings reports and GST on receipts 

reports
• Integrates with MYOB IMS Payroll and Accounting applications

To discuss how we can help, call Liz on:
Mobile 021 749 963 
Phone 07 838 1961
Email liz@payrollplusltd.co.nz

All year round work available for 
experienced and reliable shearers 

and shedhands who can ensure we 
provide a quality service  

to our clients.

We offer good quality 
accommodation, meals and vehicles 

to travel to work.

ACC tertiary accreditation & member 
NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association.

Enquiries to Pip on
03 693 8087 or 027 432 6932

Competitors at Golden Shears 2018. Above left: Rural 
Women NZ representative Fiona Gower presented Golden 
Shears junior woolhandling prizes to Ngaira Puha, Sarah 
Davis, Summer Pritchard and Samantha Baxter. Below: 
Leigh Kinsey hard at work in the woolpressing heats.

Top right: 19-month-old Carter Stevens (Napier) competing 
in the Daycare Absentees woolhandling; Above: 1977 Golden 
Shears senior champion Kevin Buckman (Apiti) competing in 

the Veterans shearing event (in which 
he finished fourth). 
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Beau Guelfi’s East Coast Shearing gang at Motu, 27 February 2018. From left: 
Beau, Damian, Margaret, Reihana, Christine, Queenie, Julia (sitting), Stacey, 
Makoro (sitting), Casey, Trey. (See story page 8.)

 

APRIL SPECIAL 
 

Buy 100 Storm cutters-

Pay for 90.  
(Conditions may apply) 
 
PHONE / TEXT 
0275914361 
 
EMAIL: 
info@acequip.co.nz 
 
WEBSITES: 
www.acequip.co.nz 
www.aceshearing.co.nz 

ACE SHEARING GEAR 
FOR QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST 

Check out our special on Shearing jeans 

Order your COVER 
COMBS early to avoid 
disappointment! Full 

thickness or Pre-ground. 
 Short, medium or long 

bevel models 

MAHONY SHEARING
NAPIER

TEL 06 835 9571 or 
021 423 886 (Brendan)

Email: b.j.mahony@xtra.co.nz

Permanent positions for quality 
shearers and shedhands

Member of the NZ Shearing 
Contractors’ Association

The Waimate Shears Committee 
is advertising its 50th anniversary 
publication for sale:

 Spring Shears, Spring Showers 
50 years of Waimate Shears.

$35 a copy plus postage $6.50.

Please contact: 
Executive Officer
Waimate Shears

PO Box 73
Waimate 7960

e-mail eileentony@msn.com
or phone 0212954515
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Davis Shearing Contracting gang at Ben and Rick Cameron’s property near Balclutha, January 2018. Back left: Vallance 
Wainohu, Kyle Beck, Jason Davis, Johnny Muncaster, Clark Darling, Tony Williamson. Front left: Sharlene Renton, Danny 
Alderman, Monica Dick, Sandra Brown, Helen Fry.

Sharing the Load
Pullin Shearing Ltd and Price Shearing have amalgamated 
their services, effective from  Tuesday 3 April 2018. Barry and 
Trisha Pullin, and the team from Pullin Shearing, are excited 
about the opportunity to work with Jason and Stephanie Price 
on their exit strategy from their business. 

‘This journey will have its challenges, but with Jason and 
Steph’s ongoing support it will be a positive experience for 
all of us,’ Barry says.

Pullin Shearing’s philosophy has always been to provide 
an environment where everyone can be the best they can be.

Jason says that after 14 years as shearing contractors, he 
and Steph have decided it is time for a change of direction. 
‘Price Shearing Ltd will become a part of Pullin Shearing 
and we will step aside. Barry and Trisha Pullin have been in 
the shearing industry for a long time and we have worked 
closely with them over the past 14 years. They are one of the 
most proactive, innovative shearing contractors in the country 
who understand the rural sector well, and who appreciate the 
nature of the business in this changing environment. 

‘One key difference is their robust, uncomplicated Health 
and Safety system which is second to none in our industry.  
As well, they are very active leaders addressing issues that 
face employers in the wool industry in this day and age.  

‘We have really enjoyed our time contracting and along 
with our clients have been through feast and famine, years of 
droughts, rain, floods and earthquakes. It is a pleasure to be 
part of this farming sector which continues to build character 
and resilience in the people that persist and prevail here in 
this province.’ 

Pullin Shearing’s expanded operations will provide 

economies of scale especially in the capabilities of its staff 
and the capacity that Pullin Shearing has to service its 
customer needs. 

Barry and Trisha are excited about the training and 
development opportunities this amalgamation will provide. 
Upskilling, coaching and mentoring people, both existing and 
new to the industry, has been a focus for many years. The 
in-house training system they have developed, along with 
comprehensive resources, has proved extremely successful 
for new trainees and highly valued by existing team members. 

‘The modern shearing business must have professionalism, 
pride and commitment to its people. There is nothing new in 
this. Alongside this, the shearing industry is not special and 
still needs to meet all the legal requirements of a business 
working in 2018.’

Barry and Trisha Pullin (left) with Jason and Steph Price
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demonstration shearing at the Sydney 
Royal Easter Show for 30 years, 
remembers Denis as a good friend who 
would help you any way he could and 
was the nicest bloke you could meet.  
Whenever Denis came to the Show, Des 
would invite him to do the commentary 
before they settled down for a yarn 
which Show visitors found enthralling, 
listening to the stories these two old 
guns could tell.

Milro supplied top quality shearing 
clothing and gear through an efficient 
mail order system to shearers no matter 
where they were working. If you were 
on a North Queensland run, over in 
the West or out near the rocket range 
(SA) they would get your order to you.  
Milro also supplied New Zealand and 
South Africa with the same high quality 
clothing and gear they made. I know 
from personal experience how good 
Milro clothing was and always wore 
it when I was shearing. We looked 

By Bernie Walker
Many people in the shearing industry 
throughout Australia and overseas 
were saddened when they learnt of the 
passing of the legendary Denis George 
Ryan, the Milro man, in Sydney on 
February 16, 2018.  He was 87.  

Denis was born in 1930 and grew up 
in Banksia, South Sydney and Manly.  
His father was a shearer and Denis 
followed him into the industry. In his 
prime, Denis was a topline shearer 
who travelled far and wide to push a 
handpiece. 

Expatriate Kiwi John Brophy recalls 
Denis shearing at least three seasons with 
the Brophy teams in South Canterbury 
and Otago in New Zealand.  John 
met him again in 1955 shearing for 
the famous Synott-Dunbar team at 
‘Noonkanbah Station’ on the Fitzroy 
River in the Kimberley Region of 
Western Australia.  Val Hobson (WA) 
says Denis didn’t draw on his wages 
for the whole season.  He spent three 
seasons in the West at a time when 
‘Noonkanbah’ ran over 100,000 sheep, 
as did ‘Liveringa’ next door. There are 
no sheep up there now – another victory 
for the wild dogs.

Denis and his wife Fay were the 
pioneers of the original mail order 
shearing supplies business in 1956. 
Together they designed the products 
and the machines which produced their 
widely known brand, ‘Shearmaster’, 
sold through their Milro Mail Order 
Co. in Sussex Street, Sydney, a mecca 
for shearers. His good friend Des de 
Belle says, ‘Denis must have known 
half a million shearers – he knew more 
than anyone I know.’ Des, who did 

Denis Ryan, The Shearmaster

Obituary: Denis Ryan, Shearmaster

Ray Te Whata Owner 027 948 4512
Vanessa Te Whata Manager 027 435 1595 | 03 248 6122

Mossburn, Southland

We also have a 10-stand portable 
crutching trailer available
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forward to receiving the blue Milro 
Cattledog (catalogue) with the blue 
heeler on the cover.  Denis claimed you 
could ‘Shear faster in Shearmaster – 
just the shot for a gun’.  His second (or 
alternate) office was at the Burlington 
Hotel further down Sussex Street, 
where Des de Belle says you would be 
introduced to many industry identities.  

Denis was blessed with an incredible 
memory.  Brian Beresford in Perth told 
Kevin Gellatly he was stunned when 
he came to Golden Shears at Euroa 
and as he walked in Denis held out his 
hand and said, ‘Good day Brian’ after 
not seeing him for years.  And not only 
that, Denis also greeted Brian’s wife 
Teresa by name.

Denis and Fay had three children, two 
girls and a boy.  Over time they acquired 
what was regarded as the best private 
collection of paintings by Sydney artist 
Lloyd Rees. This collection was sold 
in 2007 and they closed the business in 
2014.  Denis was a passionate collector 
of things which captured his interest 
with a particular love of classical music.  
He began a column, ‘On the Tube’, in 
The Worker, official newspaper of the 
AWU, and also produced a book of 
bush poetry.

Denis loved to meet people from all 
walks of life and was a most interesting 
dinner guest. Apart from the fact he 
was an astute business man, Denis 
also loved to develop an idea into 
commercial success. Always striving 
to supply a better product Denis invited 
feedback and suggestions from all his 
customers. 

A good friend to many, Denis adopted a 
low profile and preferred to ‘fly under the 
radar’. Not for him notice and attention, 
he was happier in the background.  And 
so, another shearing industry icon, ‘The 
Shearmaster’, has passed on.  Rest in 
peace, Denis George Ryan. 

Shearing magazine
Help us keep New Zealand Post in 
business – become a subscriber!  

See page 3 for details or just email 
your address to 

shearingmag@xtra.co.nz

It’s that easy!
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Positions available for permanent or
seasonal staff with good work ethics

Opportunities to upskill 
Cook’s position available

Good accommodation and transport
Book your stand with Dion or Gabriela

Mob. 027 630 9081
Like us on Facebook

Eight non-secrets ...
By Gabriela Schmidt-Morrell
Roger Federer, not your typical shearer, but nevertheless 
comparable to us in ways he is probably unaware of. We 
Kiwi shearing people definitely beat him on looks, even if I 
say so myself. But that is not what my article will be about. 
Elite Sports people's single most valuable asset is their body 
and linked to that, their mind.

In terms of your physical output to fulfill your work task 
at a professional level, your job is comparable to that of an 
elite sports person.What does this mean for us? Strength 
and health equals higher productivity and therefore better 
earning capacity and improved quality of life. Read on for a 
few suggestions on how to look after this number one tool.

1. Muscles: We want a strong, flexible and balanced body. 
Having a tailored gym and fitness program will go a long 
way towards a resilient and well put together body, able to 
take some knocks and stresses.

2. Fuel: Food and water will feed your blood, and therefore 
your muscles and energy levels. Make it the best fuel you 
can find: Lots of variation in your diet, tons of fresh fruit and 
vegetables, meat, and eggs for protein, oodles of water and 
quality electrolytes for efficient hydration.

3. Recovery: Daily recovery is critical. Best way to do that 
is with regular quality sleep in a dark room.

Aim for  eight hours daily, as this is about the time your brain 
needs to reset all hormonal activities and other complicated 
things in our bodies. Catnaps at lunch time between 10-30 
minutes are very healthy and energizing, and apparently are 
the equivalent of 1 hour's sleep at night.

4. Maintenance: Strain on our bodies is unavoidable. 
Regular Chiropractic treatments,  Physio,  Massage, 
Stretching/Yoga should be included in your weekly or at least 
fortnightly routine. If you feel unwell and rest does not do it, 
visit the doctor or dentist sooner rather than later.

Put these expenses into your budget! It will be worth it 

financially to nip any issues in the butt straight away!
5. The mind: Our mind must be healthy for our bodies to 

be healthy and vice versa.
Mental well being should be maintained in the same way 

as we maintain personal hygiene. It needs to be daily and if 
it stinks, we need to clean it up. That could simply be ringing 
up a friend or a family member for a connecting chat, a bit of 
fishing or diving, a walk in nature, some meditation, reading 
a book, an early night, sweating it out at work or in the gym, 
going for a swim and washing it off, playing with your kids... 
or maybe you need to ask for help, maybe even a few times 
until you find the right help for you.

Your performance at work is so much better when you 
are happy.

6. Mind altering substances: They all weaken the mind, 
they all weaken the body. They are unnecessary for happiness 
and avoidable altogether. You are on a slippery slope once 
you let these things control you in any way. Drugs,  alcohol 
and smoking will take your mental and physical health away 
from you, and your money!

7. Learning: Better technique and the perfect gear will 
enable you to achieve higher earnings.

Keep looking for people that are better than you so you can 
learn from them. Look for courses, observe others, do your 
own research  and thinking. Try things out, talk to your mates, 
come up with ideas. Your body is unique, and someone else's 
solution may not be quite right for you.

Tailor it to suit you. As you get older and your body changes 
you may have to alter techniques again. Never stop looking 
for improvement.

Also not to forget: Teaching someone improves your own 
skill, as it deepens your understanding of the task.

8. Gear and clothing: We have to be comfortable to perform 
at peak. Be warm, have breathable clothing, choose the right 
size. Tight clothing can  give you back problems, and an 
exposed midriff all sorts of kidney and back problems as well.

Proper shoes goes a long way to keep your back pain free.
Shearing gear that cuts well so you don't have to push like 

mad, has its obvious benefits. Learn how to dress a comb and 
grind gear, it will so be worth your effort.

If this all sounds a bit daunting to you, just pick one thing, 
make a start on that, and see where it takes you.

‘Learn how to dress a comb and grind gear,’ Gabriela 
suggests. We observed Lionel Taumata (dark glasses) doing 
just that, during Masterton’s Golden Shears last month.
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By Des Williams
The recent record setting exploits of Kerri-Jo Te Huia rightly 
gained publicity on a national scale. One would like to think 
the attention from television, print media, radio and social 
media had little to do with the gender of the shearer and more 
to do with the true merit of the achievement.

And when we ‘older folks’ read or hear about these 
endeavours they invariably trigger memories of similar events 
in the past. Because it’s just about always true that ‘what’s 
been around comes around,’ as they say. Or maybe what 
comes around has already been around, in this case.

Let me cite our Prime Minister as an example. Having 
recently announced she’s going to have a baby and remain 
in office, the search went out to see if any Prime Minister or 
State leader had done that before. Sure enough, the ill-fated 
Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan had given birth while serving as 
Prime Minister of her country back in the 1990s. So, rare 
but not unique.

All of that is just by way of saying that we don’t have to go 
too far back in history to find some fore-runners of Kerri-Jo 
Te Huia’s nine-hour marathon (during which she shore 452 
adult sheep). At a Southland shearing shed on 19 February 
1981, Margaret McAuley, Maureen Hyett and Glenda Betts 
posted a three-stand tally of 1120, with Margaret leading the 
way on 410, Maureen just one less and Glenda getting 301.

As a self-proclaimed shearing historian, this writer went 
in search of that trio to bring their history back into the light. 
Time for what’s been around to come around … with the main 
focus on Margaret McAuley.

Margaret grew up and went to school at Timaru and by the 
time she was ready to leave secondary school, had her heart 
set on a career as a veterinarian. An early indication perhaps 
of her affinity with animals.

In pursuit of that aspiration Margaret went north to Massey 
University (1972/73) and embarked on a programme of study 
which included a year two course in science. During her first 
and second year university holidays, Margaret the student had 
gone down to Southland and worked on Jim and Margaret 
Dickie’s dairy farm at Tuturau, near Mataura. 

Change of mind
While there she received her year two exam results and 
found she hadn’t done well enough at physiology to qualify 
for vet school. There were 600 students wanting to be ‘vets’ 
and places for just 45. At that point she decided there wasn’t 
much point in continuing on at university. (That could well 
be the first and last time Margaret gave up on anything for, 
about two minutes after meeting her, you decide that her 
middle name is ‘Determined’.) 

So she stayed at Dickie’s until April and then moved to a 
Strathvale Soldier’s Settlement property near Otautau, owned 
and farmed by her aunty’s brother-in-law, Oscar Clouston.

“I ended up doing about two and a half years on Clouston’s 
farm, which carried both sheep and dairy cows. We used to 
crutch the sheep and I was really into that. I then got Oscar 
to teach me the basics of shearing. His two brothers, Jim and 
Jack had been to one of Godfrey Bowen’s early shearing 
schools as young blokes, so they also knew a bit about gear 
preparation and that sort of thing. Whenever it looked like 

rain we would run some sheep into the shed and spend the 
day shearing them.”

Such was the enjoyment gained from working in the sheds, 
Margaret decided she might as well join a gang and do it full 
time. “In 1976 I joined Otautau contractor Neil Cameron 
who was well established in the area. Elbert De Koning was 
operating a bit further away at Ohai, and there were a few 
other small contractors around at the time. Getting the job in 
the gang wasn’t difficult but my hopes of getting to use the 
handpiece weren’t realised quite so easy.

Not until you do a course!
“Neil took me on as a shedhand. I kept harping on about 
wanting to shear but he wouldn’t let me. And none of the 
shearers would let me do one at the end of the run because 
they all reckoned I might wreck their handpiece. So, then I 
went and bought my own handpiece and kept on pestering 
but still they wouldn’t let me shear – until I had done a New 
Zealand Wool Board shearing course!

Without letting on to the gang, Margaret signed up for the 
first available course, to be run by Jeff Crengle at Goldie 
Davidson’s Lillburn Valley Farm in October 1976. 

“All I did was ask for the week off, without saying why. 
But the gang soon found out when Jeff came around the local 
pub looking for information about this ‘M McAuley’ who had 
signed up for the course. The boys all changed their attitude 
at that point and I spent a lot of the next week up on the board 
being taught all sorts of things. 

Margaret McAuley - No easy road

Margaret McAuley of Otautau with reminders of past deeds: 
the magnificent trophy won by her horse ‘Gold’ at the 
Kaikoura Cup in 2002 when it set a New Zealand trotting 
record of 3 minutes 02.02 for the 2400 metres standing start; 
the book Wool Away which she received for being the most 
improved shearer at her New Zealand Wool Board shearing 
course in 1976, and a silver cup awarded for placing fourth 
in the women’s invitation event at the Golden Shears world 
championship at Masterton in 1980.
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“At the end of the course I ended 
up with the prize for most improved 
shearer! It was a copy of Godfrey 
Bowen’s book, Wool Away, which I 
still have by the way, inscribed with 
the reason for the prize, date of course 
and signed by JJ Crengle as instructor. I 
stayed with Davidsons for the duration 
of the course to save travelling back and 
forth from Otautau each day.” 

(Mr Crengle’s impeccably-kept 
records tell us that Margaret was 
learning alongside Mike Harrison, 
Ian Cord, Ken Hunt, Alastair Diack, 
Anthony McDowall, Del Barnett, Hana 
Materoa, Buddy Wilson (best shearer), 
Neville Carrington and Donald Shaw.)

“But even after completing the course 
Neil wouldn’t give me a stand. Instead 
he offered me an extra 50 cents an hour 
to stay as a shedhand. I then decided 
the only way I was going to get myself 
a stand was to lay down the ultimatum 
– shearing or nothing. That resulted in 
my going for about six weeks with only 
one day’s work.” 

‘It’s your fault, you’re the one who 
decided you wanted to be a shearer or 
nothing,’ Neil said. “I then said if he 
didn’t give me a shearing job I would 
go out on my own.” 

‘Well, out you go, then!’
So out she went! Margaret by this 

time had built up quite a few contacts 
around the Otautau area and she teamed 
up with a young bloke who was also 
trying to establish himself as a shearer. 
Together they got enough sheds to make 
some sort of a living.

“By about the end of February Neil 
was ringing me again, wanting me to 
come back and do a day’s work here 
and there. So that was basically my 
routine for the next 12 months or so 
and at the end of the next season Neil 
said he would put me in a gang to shear 
beside Rod Schwamm. Rod had become 
the top shearer in the gang following 
the departure of John Ingram, who had 
left some time earlier to become a dairy 
farmer.

“I didn’t know if that was booze 
talking or what, but I didn’t say 
anything at the time. Sure enough, for 
the next season I was a regular shearer 
in a Neil Cameron gang. I was doing 
about 200 a day by that time. And you 
always had 12 months’ work with Neil, 
crutching during the winter and so on. 
He looked after his workers very well 
and had a lot of respect as a contractor.”

Time for a tally?
As Margaret recalls, the opportunity to 
go for the world record tally in 1981 
came up “out of the blue” when she 
got a call from Glenda Betts, who was 
working at the time for Ray ‘Blinkie’ 
Howes, out of Gore. Glenda had been 
to this shed near Nithdale to clean up 
the sheep prior to shearing and Blinkie 
had suggested, because the sheep 
looked so good, Glenda might like to 
try for a tally on them.

“Glenda was mainly a blade shearer 
by reputation but worked in machine 
sheds during the summer. She reckoned 
the sheep would be wasted on her doing 
a tally, but she realised a three-stand 
attempt with her, Maureen Hyett (from 
Kaikohe but working in the South) and 
myself might be worth a go. 

“Things were quickly organised 
through the World Records Society 

and judges appointed (Herb North, 
senior judge; Miles Burgess and Kerry 
Stratford). Blinkie also appointed 
Steve Morrell to organise things within 
the shed. Steve had set a world lamb 
shearing record himself, ten years 
earlier. The Coopworth sheep belonged 
to Ross Gardyne who farmed near 
Nithdale, but we shore in the next-door 
neighbour’s new shed which belonged 
to Charlie Tripp.”

Who will be number one?
Glenda recalls how they had to decide 
before they started who of the three 
was going for the individual or solo 
title. “It was going to be either Maureen 
or Margaret … this was impossible to 
decide, and we said so very clearly, 
‘as we do’. But rules are rules and 
the judges decided for us. They knew 
of Margaret from her show shearing 
appearances, but had never heard of 
Maureen, so Margaret it was.” 

And as Margaret says, there was 
not a lot between them at 5.00pm on 
Thursday 19 February 1981. McAuley 
410, Hyett 409 and Betts 301. “Maureen 
and I shore sheep for sheep virtually 
all day, with only one between us at 
the end. That was the first nine-hour 
day I’d ever done,” Margaret recalls. 
“Glenda may have done some nine-
hour days working for gangs in the 
North Island and maybe Maureen had 
too. I do remember when we finished at 
five o’clock there were only about nine 
unshorn sheep left on the property!”

The Southland Times (clipping from 
Glenda Betts collection) announced 
the record the following day: Three 
shearers broke the world shed record for 
women, on Thursday with one of them 
also breaking the New Zealand record. 
Margaret McCauley (sic) of Otautau, 
Maureen Hyett of Kaikohe and Glenda 
Betts of Hamilton together shore 1120 
full-woolled Coopworth ewes in nine 
hours, breaking the previous record 
of 892 ewes.… McCauley’s tally of 
410 also gave her the New Zealand 
women’s shearing record. The previous 
record stood at 322 ewes. On average 
McCauley shore one sheep every one 
minute and 31 seconds.

The three women began shearing at 
Mr Charlie Tripp’s shed, Kaiwera, at 
5am on Thursday and had broken both 
records by 2.45pm. The sheep were 
supplied by Mr Ross Gardyne. Betts is 
a well-known blade shearer and will be 
giving a demonstration of her skill at the 
Southern Shears in Gore this weekend.”

Margaret McAuley on one of the 410.
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The Southland Times went on to 
explain how Maureen Hyett had 
shorn an unofficial world eight-hour 
record on lambs at Mossburn two 
weeks previously, her 405 Perendales 
exceeding the existing nine-hour record 
of 401 held by King Country shearer 
Ata Monds. Hyett’s tally did not qualify 
however because of the absence of 
official judges.

Not good enough for Godfrey
Having done the business on the boards, 
Margaret says they all went to Golden 
Shears two weeks later, expecting to be 
presented with world record certificates 
by the World Records Committee, 
which was at that time administered by 
the Golden Shears Society.

“That was the usual procedure, for 
certificates to be presented at Golden 
Shears but we got up there to be told 
they didn’t know about it. That was very 
disappointing after all the trouble we’d 
gone to, but we eventually received 
them in the mail some weeks later. 

“It was also the year Godfrey Bowen 
‘closed the register’ on records because 
he thought there was too much variation 
in conditions and wool weights from 
record to record. The fleeces we shore 
weighed an average of 4.5 kilograms.” 
[Probably a bit more wool than is 
carried by your average Welsh mountain 
sheep, we agreed with a laugh!]

And while on the subject of Golden 
Shears, Margaret attended at Masterton 
for several years, taking part in the 
women’s invitation events. She was 
there in 1980, the year of the second 
world championships, and has a small 
silver cup as evidence that she finished 
fourth behind Barbara Marsh, Marina 
Burt and Sue Muir, and ahead of Gaye 
Walford and Mary Coupland. 

Margaret got a bit closer to victory in 
1982, finishing ahead of Marina Burt on 
time but just 0.2594 of a point behind on 
overall quality. She returned in 1984 to 
finish fourth again with the winner this 

time Michelle Anderson (who would 
later go on to claim a place among New 
Zealand’s great fine wool shearers).

First in the Open
But perhaps surpassing all that, Margaret 
in 1982 became the first woman to shear 
in the Golden Shears open competition, 
because her record setting tallies had 
brought automatic elevation to the 
elite division. She finished with a ‘mid-
placing’ in the open, according to Shear 
History (Frazer Books, 2011).

“Over the years Southland shearers 
have not been renowned for ‘backing 
girls’, but they hugely respected 
McAuley and never under-estimated 
her hard work and fearless tenacity, 
regarding her as equal to Stephen 
Dodds, the Southland ‘gun’ of the 
time. She was certainly one of the most 
successful in making the transition 
to a new era for women shearers,” 
Shear History continued. Then, in 
November 1982 Margaret qualified 
for the Southland championship open 
final, a feat (open finalist) matched 
only by  the afore-mentioned Michelle 
Anderson/Harrex.

Shearer turns farmer
Margaret remained a ‘career shearer’ 
until 1985 when she acquired a semi-
economic farm unit at Thornbury. 
Getting the farm proved to be almost as 
difficult as getting a stand as a shearer!

“It was the time of the Lange 
Government and Rogernomics and all 
that and if farmers found borrowing 
money difficult enough, it was ten times 
worse for a single female! Even my own 
father was reluctant to be a guarantor 
for me as he wondered if I was doing 
the right thing. 

“Eventually I got onto a 140-acre 
property that was really top land but 
Southland at the time was going through 
a series of regular floods and when it 
flooded I was left with about 10 acres 
sitting above water.”

Disaster round the corner
But for Margaret McAuley, who had 
already more than proved herself as 
a steely customer both mentally and 
physically, the toughest challenge of 
all was yet to come. In February 2003, 
while driving her quad bike on her side 
of a gravel road at Thornbury, she met 
head on at a corner with a farm worker 
driving his big vehicle on the middle 
half of the road. 

As in most battles between large and 
small, the smash left the other driver 
more or less intact, but for Margaret 
it meant the amputation of her left leg 
above the knee, six months in hospital, 
many more months in recuperation 
and endless arguments with ACC 
about whether she would receive any 
compensation. She did, but nothing like 
enough to live on. 

It brought about obvious changes in 
her life, including the need to sell her 
hard-won farm and move to a 90-acre 
block on the outskirts of Otautau, where 
an aunty living at Scotts Gap (not far 
away, for non-Southland readers!) was 
able to provide Margaret with some of 
the help that ACC would not.

The accident occurred just a few 
months after one of the happier moments 
in Margaret’s life. A keen rider, trainer 
and owner of horses, she saw her own 
horse, the aptly named ‘Gold’ win the 
2002 Kaikoura Trotting Cup over a 
distance of 2400 metres in the then 
New Zealand record time of 3.02.02. 

Maureen Hyett (409) and Glenda Betts (301) during their 1981 world record.

MID/SOUTH CANTERBURY
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must be drug free.

Phone Tony 027 693 3010
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That little champion, with ‘real attitude’ as Margaret says, 
won 16 races in its career. To this day, horses remain a large 
part of Margaret’s life.

More for Maureen
And while that day at Charlie Tripp’s shed on 19 February 
1981 marked the beginning and end of both Margaret’s and 
Glenda’s forays into the domain of world records, Maureen 
Hyett had some unfinished business.

Within the year she had established nine-hour world records 
for lamb shearing (569 at Mossburn on 6 February 1982) and 
pushed the ewe record out to 522, also at Mossburn. Of interest 
in the Southland Times report was the fact that Maureen had 
Fred Wybrow shearing beside her as a pacemaker.

“The record was set on the farm of Vince and Kevin 
Conaghan, using Perendale sheep. Mr Kevin Conaghan said 
last night that Ms Hyett’s standard of shearing was excellent, 
and had been praised by scrutineers, Messrs Kerry Stratford, 
Miles Burgess and Herbie North. She is to be congratulated 
on her job,” he said.“Ms Hyett has been shearing with Gary 
Smith’s gang since the start of the New Year, although she also 
worked for him at the beginning of last year. She is usually 
based in Kaikohe in Northland …”

Where are they now?
Margaret McAuley (27 at the time of the three-stand tally) 
maintained her shearing career from that NZWB shearing 
course in October 1976 through to 1985 when she bought 
her Thornbury property, and then intermittently until her road 
accident in 2003. She has lived on the outskirts of Otautau 
on her 90 acres block since 2004. With a variety of animals 
to look after, realisation of that early desire to be a vet would 
have come in handy over the years!

Maureen Hyett (24 at time of her 569 record) shore for 
the nine-year period between 1977 and 1986 before the 
demands of family and farming took precedence. She then 
gained school teaching qualifications (Bachelor degree) 
through Massey University (extramurally) and spent many 
years teaching at Northland and Wellington schools. She also 
gained a post graduate teaching diploma through Auckland 
University and more recently has completed her Ph.D.

For the past 15 months Maureen has been living at 
Featherston where she and her sister have bought a historic 
building in large grounds to be renovated as time and 
resources may permit to realise their ‘dreams’ for the property. 

Maureen retains a ‘not-too-close’ interest in the shearing 
industry and is a little bit surprised that more women have 
not come through to shear bigger tallies. Her own motivation 
came from a desire to lift women’s tallies to “a more 
respectable level in comparison with what the men were 
doing at the time.”

Glenda Betts (aged 25 at the time of the three-stand tally) 
has lived the past 23 years at Opoutere on the Coromandel 
Peninsula, where she runs beef cows and manages holiday 
houses. Her blade shearing career extended from 1978 to 1992 
during the winter seasons, supplemented with some machine 
shearing over summer. 

‘Glenda Betts is well known as a proficient [blade] shearer 
in MacKenzie Country sheds … Ably holding her own with 
the toughest sheep …’ (as recorded in Boards, Blades & 
Barebellies, Benton Ross 1987).

Glenda still stays in close contact with her record-setting 
partners, mainly via phone with Margaret because of the 
distance between Opoutere and Otautau. She sees Maureen 
two or three times a year. “They both remain the two hardest 
working women I have met,” she says.

That’s a sentiment endorsed by another Southland shearing 
legend, John Ingram, these days living at Riverton. Twice a 
finalist in the multi-breeds National Championship at Golden 
Shears, John describes Margaret as ‘an excellent shearer, 
single-minded, focused and determined [there’s that word 
again!] in achieving her goal of farm ownership through years 
of sustained hard work. 

‘Those qualities were not diminished a single degree by the 
tragic accident that befell her fifteen years ago.’

And former Otautau contractor Neil Cameron (these days 
Tauranga-based and with the Gulf Group Marine Brokers) 
agrees he did give Margaret a hard time all those years ago, 
but with good reason. 

‘Margaret did keep pestering and pestering for me to 
give her a stand, just as she says, and I was pretty hard on 
her I guess. But I wanted to make sure she learned to shear 
properly, and she did that, having to prove herself that little 
bit more just because she was a woman. After she’d been to 
the shearing course and when her skills increased, we would 
share a stand for half-hour stints during a run and she became 
a very good shearer indeed. 

‘Then I was a bit naughty because when the North Island 
boys came down I would put some of them in the gang with 
Margaret and they had to work like hell just to keep up with 
her, determined that they weren’t going to be beaten by a 
woman. That used to piss them off a bit but it was good 
for motivation all round. She certainly had the respect of 
everyone that worked with her during my time as a shearing 
contractor.’Northland’s Maureen Hyett during her nine-hour ewe 

shearing record of 522 at Mossburn on 21 February 1982.
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Simon De Vries’ gang at Alton Devery’s Pikopiko property 
near Tuatapere, January 2018. From left: Ngawaka West, Sam 
Garratt, Simon De Vries, Levi Gare, Melanie Gare and Molly 
Butt. And the boss says he’s been shearing for many many 
years and never had his photo in Shearing magazine before. 
Need to right that wrong, we say, so here we have the action 
photo opposite, with Simon melting the wool off in effortless 
style! Below, Sam Garratt and Molly Butt at the same shed 
and (top right) Ngawaka West last-siding .

       E W E N I Q U E 
       S H E A R I N G
       PARTNERSHIP
We service a large Wairarapa client base and offer 
both permanent and seasonal positions for profes-
sionally motivated shearers and woolhandlers.  Full 
accommodation available.

Phone Rick MacLeod 06 377 1942
Members NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association

MICHELLE 
SHEARING LTD

Milton, Otago

• Reliable and motivated Mainshear staff required
• Lakefront accommodation available
• Work with professional and approachable teams
• Zero drug policy

Contact: Kelvin on 03 417 8312 or 027 435 0387
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Shearers, contractors & farmers who demand efficiency & safety from their gear
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BEST THING BEFORE SLICED BREAD
Whatever was the best thing before sliced bread?
That’s a question keeps burning inside my head
I mean to find the answer by leaving not a doubt
I can say for the moment that my jury is still out

Some said the best was in Australia’s brown land
You couldn’t surpass a cold Fosters in your hand
Others nominated the new Sydney Harbour bridge
‘Jeez mate cooler than your old Kelvinator fridge’

England had its best but to many it brought a tear
Whenever they asked would you like a warm beer
Years ago they raved about the Tower or Big Ben
Well okay, today they score maybe five out of ten

Americans of course had that Grand Central Park
Where Simon and Garfunkel later left their mark
But ‘Sonny Boy’ Al Jolson, the silent movie actor
Was once better known than John Deere’s tractor 

Some starry-eyed tourists said they had seen it all
You just couldn’t beat that amazing Chinese wall
Others said the Colosseum or Pisa’s famous tower
Maybe they had forgotten Edison’s electric power

Perhaps I scanned horizons that left me false clues
Tho’ it’s fitting to pay those suggestions fair dues
But I’m siding with those folk who adamantly say
It had to be the view out across Te Waewae Bay!

desperado 2017 (Sliced bread dates from about 1928)

Robin Kidd tells the story about the late Godfrey Bowen and 
his way of judging whether sheep would be dry enough to 
shear. “If the top wire on the fence is dry enough, the sheep 
will be dry enough.” Well, there is no wire fence in this photo 
from the Arapohue Show  (10 Feb 2018), so the sheep were 
certainly dry enough for Neville Osborne to win the open 
final, Dan Berger the senior, Alan Boler the intermediate 
and Danielle Boyd the junior. Also among the cups and 
ribbons were William Titford (novice) and Ralph Smith who 
won the veterans event. Mind you, they did get a bit of rain, 
but all the sheep trucks and horse floats got in and out of the 
showgrounds with the aide of a few big tractors. No problem.

Above: Stefan Van Oorschot of Te Akau shearing in the senior 
heats at Agrodome Shears, with judge Edwin Perry. Below: 
Welsh woolhandlers four, having spent part of the season 
working for Brendan Mahony in Hawkes Bay sheds. From 
left: Menna Hughes (Aberystwyth), Nicole Evans (Cardigan), 
Sioned Price (Knighton) and Fflur Jones (Machynlleth). 
Pictured relaxing at the Agrodome Shears.
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We have experienced  staff available for 
shearing crossbreeds & Merinos.

We pride ourselves in going the extra mile!

Operating 2 Hecton Tandem  
Crutching Trailers.  

Servicing South  Canterbury through to Otago.  
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07
14

23
C

73
27

Made in New Zealand

silver 
fern 

shearing 
gear 

stands 
the test 
of time

Te Ako Wools training group at Davison’s Maungapuru Farm near Masterton, 
28 February 2018 (day before start of ‘Goldies’). Back left: Jerome McCrea 
(instructor), Kirk, Reuben Alabaster, Jack, Scott Gerke, Conan, Maddison, Sean 
Gouk, Dane. Front left: Darren Gerke, Sam Davison, Jimmy Samuels, Jeremy 
Leygonie, Stuart and Martin. Below left: Jimmy Samuels provides ‘administrative 
support’ for the group, who were going through simulated shearing and 

judging routines. Instructor McCrea 
placed some emphasis on the neck 
and undermine areas where shearers 
are likely to give away second cuts 
in competition shearing. The two 
rounds provided good evidence of the 
group’s eagerness to take the lessons 
on board, with everyone performing 
better, second time around. And Jimmy 
the administrator went on to win the 
YFC open final and YFC teams event, 
as well as reaching the Golden Shears 
open semi-finals.
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Back in the books
By Jills Angus Burney

Shearing at Otapawa Station on 15 January 2018 Kerri-Jo 
Te Huia established a benchmark Women’s world ewe-
shearing record for the most ewes shorn by a woman in a 
nine-hour-day under the rules of the World Sheep Shearing 
Records Society.  

Kerri-Jo Te Huia started at 5am and with a catch on a ton 
up (101) by the break at 7am was on target for at least 450 
by end of the day.

It was a day in which there was no current record or target to 
beat, although in February 1982 Northland’s  Maureen Hyatt 
shore 522 ewes in the Southland.  At the Golden Shears that 
year Hyett’s record was dispatched with other records at the 
time to a closed register following the New Zealand Wool 
Board restructuring of shearing record rules (see Margaret 
McAuley story page 20).

Former lamb shearing record holder and media convenor, 
Jills Angus Burney said of Te Huia’s effort from the 10-stand 
woolshed, in the Tiraumea district: "They were not easy ewes, 
being strong-framed with heaps of wool." 

At the previous day’s wool-weigh before the judges 
overseeing the attempt, wool from 10 of the ewes averaged 
3.698kg per ewe, comfortably above the requirement of 3kg 
a sheep, meaning at least 1.6 tonnes of wool would be shorn 
during the day.

The Te Kuiti-based woman braved sweltering heat in a 
typical corrugated iron woolshed to shear a total of 457 ewes 
(with five discarded for breaching quality standards) to set a 
new world record of 452.

Hers was heavy work catching and handling the ewes with 
the wool coming off each ewe weighing more than 3kg.

During the record Te Huia was reported as saying "I've 
never been to this pace before when shearing ewes, so every 
muscle in my body is aching and hurting and cramping." 
Massage during the meals breaks on the day helped to ease 
some of the tension of the effort.

Afterwards Te Huia said she loved the challenge of 
practically a bare cupboard in world women’s records.  Going 
into her eighth season of fulltime shearing on her return in late 
2017 from merino shearing and tutoring shearing in Australia, 
Te Huia already held a record for the past five years for solo 
lamb shearing over eight hours.  

However, Te Huia stressed shearing big station ewes 
weighing 70kg was another element in her story.

"They're like ten times harder. They're so much bigger, so 
much more feisty, they've got so much more wool on them."

With family support and naturally athletic genetics on her 
side she kept up the punishing pace all day. Te Huia's brother 
Stacey is also a world-record holder and recalled to the media 
on the day his admiration for his sister’s efforts and exactly 
how tough she is.

"It was like running through the Sahara Desert with a car 
tied behind you. That's how hard it is. It's hot and it's thirsty 
and it just hurts."

Stacey Te Huia threw the gauntlet down to other women 
shearers at the end of the day paying tribute to his sister’s 
achievement and hoping other women shearers will try to 
beat it.

Kerri-Jo Te Huia on the way to shearing 452 ewes 
in eight hours at Tiraumea

Tararua Shearing Ltd
Shearers and shedhands wanted. 

Must have good work ethics 
and be reliable.

Accommodation, meals and 
transport provided.

Work from mid-November to 
end of March.

Phone Lionel or Stephanie
Home 06 376 7877
Work 06 375 8488
Cell 027 440 7021

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
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If you want to settle down with good conditions and 
steady work, shearing or woolhandling, you could 
find a place in the Paewai Mullins team.  We work 
for some great people and we have some great people 
working for us.  There is always room for one more.

Phone: 06 374 4062 / Fax 06 374 4153
Aria: 022 374 4062 
PO Box 129, Dannevirke 4942.
Email: office@shearingnz.co.nz
Website: shearingnz.co.nz

Hira Hari’s gang hard at work on Pakihiroa Station, 
Tapuaeroa Road, Ruatoria, on 26 February 2018. The 
station lies at the foot of Ko Hikurangi te Maunga, sacred 
mountain of Ngati Porou Iwi. Hira’s full team is pictured on 
our cover and we also recorded some in-shed action. Hira 
(above) helping the presser with bale labelling. Top left: 
Poppy (yellow top) and Georgia roll another fleece; middle, 
presser Dillon Te Maro about to fill half the fadge with an 
armful. Below, Josselle and Karangawai carbo-loading for 
the next run. 
The gang was also remembering the loss of a special team 
member, Nelson Hari (son of Hira and Nina, pictured below) 
who was killed on this same road a year ago (15 April 2017). 
Nelson was hit by a vehicle (possibly two) while walking home 
from a wedding that night. He was 25-years-of-age.
Nina Hari says Nelson worked mostly for his Mum and Dad 
but would do small stints away. At the age of 15 he went to 
work as a presser for Potae Shearing at Milton. He also 
worked in Winton, Hawkes Bay, Masterton and Hamilton, 
Victoria Aust. Nelson had no children but is deeply missed 
by his brothers Joshua, Jarem, Wetini and sister Josselle.
The exact circumstances of Nelson’s death have yet to be 
established by NZ Police.
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BARROWCLIFFE SHEARING
Fancy work in the King Country, Nov-Feb and May-
July periods? Have you got:
• Good work ethic?
• Positive attitude?
• Respect for fellow employees and clients?
• Ability to have fun?

Training available.
Call Mark on 0275 544 433

Member NZSCA and ShearNZ

Margaret De Koning’s Good Idea
Glenda Betts vividly remembers an occasion when, 
some years after her three-stand effort (see story page 
20), she, together with Margaret McAuley and Sharon 
Crowley were working for Ohai contractors, Elbert and 
Margaret De Koning: “This particular day – it was a 
Monday, and Margaret De Koning had done the shed/
shearer allocation on the Sunday night. She decided to 
send her three women shearers off together to shear 
1150 lambs at a four-stand shed. It was an open shed 
with the farmer supplying the tucker and shed hands.

‘I picked up Margaret [McAuley] and we arrived at 
the shed in my VW Beetle. Sharon arrived in Margaret 
De Koning’s orange Morris Minor two or three minutes 
later. We started to set up for our start at 7.30am. 
The farmer meantime scuttled off to ring Elbert and 
complain that he wanted the 1150 or so lambs finished 
that same day.

‘Margaret and Sharon both cranked up at over 100 
a run with Margaret leading the charge. We had the 
shed cut out by afternoon smoko and we had one happy 
cocky who soon had a story to tell – and the story very 
soon made it to the local pub. Margaret de Koning 
told me not long afterwards she’d just thought it was 
a good idea!’

Below: Sharon Crowley (right) shearing with Jenny 
Manttan, somewhere down south, c1984.

Sheep Shearers on their way to UK
The National Association of Agricultural Contractors 
(NAAC) is delighted to announce that that shearers will be 
allowed to enter the United Kingdom this year, in a time-
limited window, to provide a vital source of highly skilled 
and experienced staff for shearing contractors removing the 
wool of millions of sheep this summer. 

A special Home Office concession will continue to allow 
this very specific group of non-visa nationals to travel to the 
UK, particularly coming from Australia and New Zealand, 
between 1 April and 30 June. All those entering will only be 
allowed to stay for a three month maximum period (i.e., the 
latest expiry of leave would be 30 September), after which 
they are required to leave.

Commenting, NAAC’s technical consultant Jill Hewitt said, 
‘We have continued to work with the Home Office and are 
pleased that UK shearing contractors can continue to access 
this source of expertise from across the world. We don’t have 
sufficient UK shears to tackle the mammoth task of shearing 
the UK flock and it is vital for animal welfare that fleeces are 
removed to protect sheep from over-heating and flystrike.

Shearers arriving in the UK in coming weeks will need to 
satisfy an immigration officer they are here, for a temporary 
period, to be employed as a sheep shearer. The NAAC is 
supplying its members with the necessary paperwork to 
hopefully smooth the entry process.’

Specific entry requirements include:
• The applicant is genuinely seeking entry for the purpose 

of undertaking employment, or providing services, as a 
sheep shearer, and must supply an appropriate contract 
of employment and

• The applicant will be able to maintain and accommodate 
himself without recourse to public funds, and

• The applicant will leave the UK at the end of their stay, 
and

• The applicant arrives in the UK for this purpose between 
1 April and 30 June.

For further information contact: Jill Hewitt, Tel: 07889 
511245; email: jill.hewitt@naac.co.uk

National Association of Agricultural Contractors

Golden Shears junior champion Brook Hamerton (Ruawai), 
with judge Mark Barrowcliffe poised ready to click any errors.
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Hyde Shearing gang at Alcuin Station, Motu, 27 February 2018. Back left: Bevan, Heaven, Tuhi Hyde. Middle left: Tara, 
Mereana, Clarissa, Whai, Winnie, Iresha, Toa, Matai, Angus, Brandon. Front left: Karyn and Max.

BE THE FUTURE OF THE 
WOOL INDUSTRY 
Telford is part of New Zealand’s largest 
specialist provider of agricultural training 
and education. 

Right now we are looking for students who 
want to be part of the wool industry.
• The Certificate in Wool Technology (Level 4), is a 

part-time programme delivered over 2 years.    

• Gain an NZQA-approved qualification, plus 
practical learning to increase your future 
opportunities in the wool industry.  

• This programme is offered across New Zealand.

ENQUIRE NOW!
0800 TELFORD 
www.telford.ac.nz  
enquiry@telford.ac.nz

Telford 
Te Whare Wānaka o Puerua

 

PROGRAMME 

STARTING 

SOON!  

ENQUIRE NOW:

0800  

TELFORD
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Blade shearing made the cover of the New Zealand Weekly 
News  on 16 August 1971. The Weekly caught up with Allan 
‘Sno’ Roffey, NZ Wool Board blade shearing instructor dur-
ing a two-week course held at Bob Webster’s property near 
Rakaia. “At the end of the course, Mr Roffey examined the 
[ten] trainees. Those who could satisfactorily shear a sheep 
in less that six minutes and answer a number of questions on 
grinding and sharpening their blades were given Wool Board 
certificates. But it will be at least three seasons before the 
shearers become really proficient and capable of handling 
between 150 and 200 sheep a day. Is it worth it? At $30 a 
day I guess so – calloused hands and all!”

Blade-shearing Karaitiana Brothers
The late great George Karaitiana, (opposite, shearing and 
above) c1968 with trophies won, including the New Zealand 
Golden Blades (centre) which he won in 1965 and 1967. 
Earlier in his career he won the blades championship at the 
1960 Royal Show in Christchurch (in a dead-heat with brother, 
Paul) and the Australasian Blades championship at the first 
Golden Shears at Masterton in 1961 (incorrectly recorded 
as ‘Ivan Karaitiana’ in official records). Paul Karaitiana was 
second in that Golden Shears event and Paul also won the 
Golden Blades in 1961. The third ‘gun’ in the family, Bill 
Karaitiana won the Golden Blades in 1962. 

Setting the Record Straight
With that recent clarification above about which of the 
Karaitiana brothers did what and where, we can now update 
and correct information contained in the statistical section of 
the book Top Class Wool Cutters by Des Williams, published 
in 1996. Similarly, thanks to information from champion 
woolhandler Des Pringle, gaps on the Canterbury Woolhandling 
Championship Honours Board can now be filled in.

New Zealand Golden Blades, Chrictchurch
1961 Paul Karaitiana
1962 Bill Karaitiana
1963 Don Hammond
1964 Jim Paisley
1965 George Karaitiana
1966 Alan Norman
1967 George Karaitiana
1968 Sno Roffey
1969 Sno Roffey

Canterbury Woolhandling Open Championship
1978 Graham McCormack
1979 Graeme Bell
1980 Graham McCormack
1981  Graeme Bell
1982 Marilyn Dalzell
1983 Marilyn Dalzell
1984 Des Pringle
1985 Marilyn Dalzell
1986 Des Pringle
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Bernie’s Poems Now Available on CD
He’s the man who, back in 1983,  captured the whole essence 
of Golden Shears in one half of a single line of poetry.Albeit 
a massively under-stated half line: “It’s just a yard of purple 
ribbon but the effort that it inspires/is created by the message 
it carries, to which every young shearer aspires ...”

Bernie Walker has just released two CD’s of original poetry. 
The Ringer Remembers contains 17 gems, including Just a 
Yard of Purple Ribbon and others with a distinct New Zealand 
flavour. ‘You have to want enough (Tom Brough); The Fastest 
in the Land (Edsel Forde); A Man Who Can Shear (Dion 
Morrell); Three from the North (Waterson, Blackwell and 
Rosandich) and Don’t Die Wondering (advice to contestants 
at Te Kuiti’s New Zealand Championships).

The second disc contains Bernie’s tributes to each of the 
38 Australians so far inducted into the Australian Shearers’ 
Hall of Fame (nine poems). Many more names familiar on 
this side of the Tasman - Jackie Howe, Kevin Sarre, John 
Allan, Shannon Warnest, Mark Conlan, Tolly Bowden, John 
Conlan and others.

Listening to these poems is an easy way to familiarise 
yourself with the history of our great industry. Contact Bernie 
(bmwalker@westnet.com.au) for your copies of The Ringer 
Remembers and The Hall of Fame Tributes. (Or try The 
Woolshed in Masterton. $45 for both plus postage.)

He must be one of the few shearers left in the Far North – KJ 
Edwards of Okaihau, pictured prior to Christmas, working 
his way through a shed full of sheep on Bolton’s Land. That’s 
his son (one of five) Beau on the broom. KJ works on the farm 
full time, helping manage the sheep, beef and (one) ostrich. 
Among other things, in his spare time he enjoys catching wild 
bulls. There’s a few of them about up that way, apparently.

We require staff for our busy summer mainshear from 
December through ‘til April and for our pre-lamb June 

through ‘til August. Good work ethics and attitude towards 
our clients and fellow staff are essential. 

Travel and meals provided.

All enquiries welcomed to 
office@mcconachieshearing.co.nz

Curly 0274 336 477 or Jamie 027 336 4007

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Association
Member ShearNZ
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We have vacancies for professional 
shearers, shedhands and pressers to 
staff our Ashburton-based shearing run. 
We offer excellent accommodation, 
top pay rates and steady, year-round 
work with busy main-shear and pre-
lamb runs.

Phone: Office 03 302 7541; 
Grant Smith 0272 413  010 

Te Anau Shearing Ltd
We have jobs available June - 

August and Dec - April for people 
who are reliable, have good work 

ethics and positive attitudes.

Meals, accommodation and 
travel provided

Phone Andrew on 
027 434 8108 or 03 249 7035

Forde Shearing Ltd
Southland

Staff required for 
new season.  

For all 
enquiries please 

phone Darin or Julie

0272 297 760 or 
03 235 8853

Snippets
Well done to the Paewai-Mullins women’s 
four-stand gang (pictured opposite) whose 
exploits have been recorded in rhyme by 
that famous poet, ‘A Shepherd’. 
A sample:

The girls from Paewai Mullins
Are all from foreign lands
Two Norwegians and one Scottish
All here to try their hand

The girls all shore their hearts out
For their tally, eight two one
A four stand ladies record
For eight hours on the run ...

Congatulations to Jenny Harraway (she 
of the beautiful voice) who has made 
her first recording. We hope it scoots 
up the charts, Jenny!

Fantastic efforts by all involved in 
recent ‘Shearathons’ at Smedley Station 
and White Rock, Rangiora. Smedley 
staff Rob Evans, Ricky Bullock and 
Shane Bouskill (farmers and ‘part-time 
shearers at best’) shore for 24 hours 
on 2/3 February to raise funds for the 
Hawkes Bay Rescue Helicopter and 
Motor Neurone Disease Association. 
The Herlihy-led team of dozens at 
Rangiora did their mahi in aid of mental 
health and suicide prevention.

Congratulations to Waimarino Shears 
Committee at Raetihi for celebrating 
its 40th anniversary in style.

Thoughts out to Mii Nooroa, Dean Te 
Huia and all other industry whanau who 
may be battling health issues just now.

We raise our ‘potae’ to John Kirkpatrick 
and Jude McNab for achieving national 
recognition at the recent New Zealand 
Rural Sports Awards.

‘The Girls from Paewai Mullins’ (and a couple of blokes) immortalised in verse 
after the female four-stand crew shore at Bruce Williams’ Te Uri shed. Sorry we 
don’t have room for the whole poem (by ‘A Shepherd’ - check it out on Facebook) 
but we have room for the photo. Back left: Cassidy McCallum, Inga Lill Rosseratn, 
Karolin Buenting, Bruce Williams, Emily Te Kapa, Anne-Lise Humstad. Front 
left:Aria Mullins, Jared Selby-Mullins, Isaiah McLaren-Mullins. (And see page 
31 for story about an earlier all-women gang.)

Senior place-getters at the Kaikohe Shears on 20 January 2018, from left: Eleonore 
Resneau (France), Steve Coop (Wellsford), Paikea Waller (Dargaville) and Jalle 
Resneau (France). A good day for our French visitors, with Thimoleon Resneau 
(brother) third behind Jack Fagan and Neville Osborne in the Open.
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Bob Michie: Obituary
It was fitting that Robert (Bob) Michie’s family and friends 
were gathering in Invercargill early on finals day at the 17th 
World Championships Shears last February when news of 
Bob’s death came through by text and messaging.

The rangy former Waikato rugby representative lock appeared 
in the New Zealand team on three occasions, including as 
captain of the New Zealand Shearing team for the 1981 
Trans-Tasman test in Euroa, Victoria with Ivan Rosandich 
and Jack Dowd. 

Michie’s grandson, Wangamomona-based Darren 
Alexander’s appearance in the senior final in Invercargill 
the day before Michie’s passing was the first in a poignant 
tribute of shearing successes dedicated to his grandfather’s 
formidable achievements. Three weeks later Alexander’s 
win in the senior championship at the 57th Golden Shears 
underscored Bob Michie’s legacy as a third generation Golden 
Shears family (Darren’s father Lloyd Alexander won the 
senior in 1988 and was an Open finalist in 1992). Michie 
would be immensely proud of grandson’s appearances in 
Open finals this year, his first Open Grade season.

Born in July 1940, Michie farmed raised his family and 
went shearing for many years from his wind swept coastal 
block near Te Akau before downsizing to a smaller Tuakau 
unit after the death of his first wife, Kath. 

Michie was the arch typical multi-breeds shearer – more 
than handy on any breed filling his catching pen, testament to 
the many years he travelled to the South Island for pre-lamb, 
and in between lambing seasons, offshore to the United States, 
the United Kingdom and outback Australia. 

Bob was a Golden Shears Open finalist in 1979; NZ 
Merino Shears finalist 1990; a five-times finalist in the Caltex 
National between 1977 and 1984 (including runner-up to 
Adrian Cox in 1981) and won the National Lamb Shearing 
title at Raglan in 1980. He was voted a Master Shearer by 
Shearing Sports NZ in 1986. (Jills Angus Burney)

Elite Shearer Training course group at Te Kuiti prior to the New Zealand Shearing Championships. Back left: Russell 
Knight (trainer), Sarah Higgins, Chas Tohiariki (trainer), Lee Harris, John Kirkpatrick (trainer), Sir David Fagan (trainer), 
Ricky Thompson, Gabriel Winders, Tom Wilson (trainer). Front left: Braden Clifford, Benn Heinrich, Justin Ireland, Heath 
Barnsdall, Josef Winders, Natalya Rangiawha and Willy McSkimming.
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ADRIAN COX 
SHEARING LTD

has vacancies for 
experienced shearers and 

shedhands for 
stayout work on his 
fine wool run based 

in South Canterbury.
Excellent working 

conditions.

Give Adrian a 
call today!

Tel 03 614 7811

Ainsley Shearing Co.
Central Otago

 * We have an excellent pre-lamb run

 * We employ quality-conscious   
  people

 * If you perform, work continuity  
  is guaranteed

   *  Vacancies available for 
  Mainshear starting January

Phone Daryl on 
027 434 0887

JEFF DORSET
S H E A R I N G

R O T O R U A

“We support all that 
is best in shearing.”

DRUG FREE GANGS
TOP RATES

Jeff 0274 920 758
Office 021 414 914

jeffdorset@xtra.co.nz

RESULTS New Zealand Shearing and Woolhandling 
Championships, Te Kuiti, 5-7 April 2018:

New Zealand Open (20 second-shear sheep): Rowland Smith 
(Maraekakaho) 56.434. 1; John Kirkpatrick (Napier) 57.284 2; Gavin 
Mutch (Whangamomona) 57.644 3; David Buick (Pongaroa) 58.264 
4; Nathan Stratford (Invercargill) 58.995 5; Mark Grainger (Te Kuiti) 
59.118 6. 
New Zealand Shears Circuit  (5 merinos, 5 crossbred ewes, 5 lambs): 
Nathan Stratford 75.843 1; John Kirkpatrick 77.672 2; Rowland Smith 
79.642 3; Floyde Neil (Taumarunui) 81.353 4; Murray Henderson 
(Halcombe) 81.579 5; James Ruki (Te Kuiti) 84.333 6. 
North Island Shearer of the Year (10 ewes, 10 lambs): Rowland Smith 
55.471 1; John Kirkpatrick 57.825 2; Gavin Mutch 57.999 3; David 
Buick 58.581 4; Mark Grainger 59.443 5; Dig Balme (Te Kuiti) 62.709 6.
Open Plate (10 second-shear sheep): Brett Roberts (Mataura) 38.274 
1; Tama Niania (Gisborne) 39.546 2; James Fagan (Raglan) 41.772 3; 
Turi Edmonds (Raetihi) 43.336 4; Darren Alexander (Hastings) 46.306 
5; Jack Fagan (Te Kuiti) 47.083 6.
Open Challenger, no previous Open wins (10 sheep): Michael Fabish 
(Stratford) 40.564 1; Andy Mainland (Kapuka) 42.005 2; Jimmy Samuels 
(Marton) 42.053 3; Floyde Neil (Taumarunui) 42.086 4; Hayden Tapp 
(Taihape) 44.716 5; Tristan Mackay (Wairoa) 48.025 6. 
Senior final (12 second-shear sheep): Ricci Stevens (Napier) 53.586 1; 
Catherine Mullooly (Matawai) 54.731 2; Luis Pincol (Chile) 55.797 3; 
Lionel Taumata (Taumarunui) 55.833 4; Sean Gouk (Masterton) 57.13 
5; Whakapunaki Maraki (Flaxmere) 57.252 6. 
Intermediate final (8 sheep): Brandon Maguire-Ratima (Winton) 41.336 
1; Daniel Seed (Woodville) 44.546 2; Paora Moanaroa (Eketahuna) 
45.682 3; Steve Hakaraia (Rotorua) 48.834 4; Liam Lowry (Glen Murray) 
53.49 5; Trent Hewes (Pukekawa) 53.669 6.
Junior final (5 sheep): Reuben Alabaster (Taihape) 33.767 1; Brook 
Hamerton (Hastings) 35.992 2; Keith Swann (Wairoa) 37.157 3; Jonathan 
Painter (Pahiatua) 40.486 4; Braydon Clifford (Gore) 40.522 5; Natalya 
Rangiawha (Raglan) 46.429 6.
Novice final (2 sheep): Rakai Barrett (Taumarunui) 29.575 1; Logan 
Kamura (Marton) 33.255 2; Heath Barnsdall (Pio Pio) 39.836 3; Kendra 
Paulsen (Waikaretu) 45.577 4; Samantha Baxter (Pongaroa) 46.915 5; 
Jerome Papworth (Eketahuna) 49.68 6.
Contractors Relay (8 sheep): Barrowcliffe No 1 (Kaleb Foote, Craig 
Fagan, Catherine Mullooly) 46.061 1; McSkimming Shearing 48.078 2; 
Fagan No 2 49.177 3; CT Shearing Te Kuiti 51.843 4; Fagan No 1 53.572 
5; Barrowcliffe No 2 64.845 6.
Open Speedshear: Jimmy Samuels (Marton) 19.46sec 1; Brett Roberts 
(Mataura) 20.04sec 2; Paerata Abraham (Masterton) 21.22sec 3; Rowland 
Smith (Maraekakaho) 21.5sec 4.
Senior Speedshear: Lionel Taumata (Taumarunui) 24.04sec 1; 
Whakapunaki Maraki (Flaxmere) 25.92sec 2; Ricci Stevens (Napier) 
26.68sec 3; Paul Swann (Wairoa) 27.84sec 4.

Woolhandling:
New Zealand Open (6 sheep): Sheree Alabaster (Taihape) 81.432 1; 
Logan Kamura (Marton) 90.12 2; Joel Henare (Motueka) 94.976 4; Keryn 
Herbert (Te Awamutu) 116.44. 4; Pagan Karauria (Alexandra) 129.28. 5.
Senior final (5 second-shear sheep) Ricci Stevens (Napier) 47.34 1; Ash 
Boyce (Dannevirke) 48.78 2; Angela Stevens (Napier) 57.94 3; Sharon 
Tuhakaraina (Gore) 59.34 4; Adrienne Samuels (Marton) 69.362 5.
Junior final (5 second-shear sheep): Ngaira Puha (Kimbolton) 52.41 
1; Samantha Baxter (Pongaroa) 67.12 2; Summer Pritchard (Pongaroa) 
71.16 3; Whakapunaki Maraki (Flaxmere) 76.09 4; Lucky Garrett 
(Eketahuna) 76.85 5. 

Shearing and Woolhandling:
Inter-Island Teams Challenge (6 second-shear sheep per shearer): 
North Island (shearers Rowland Smith, John Kirkpatrick, David Buick; 
woolhandlers Eramiha Neho, Hanatia Tipene, Sheree Alabaster) 255 pts 
beat South Island (shearers Andy Mainland, Nathan Stratford, Shaun 
Mathieson; woolhandlers Joel Henare, Pagan Karauria, Chelsea Collier) 
310 pts.

Floyde Neil of Taumarunui made a valiant attempt to win the 
NZ Circuit final at Te Kuiti, taking time honours.
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All year round work available for 
experienced and reliable staff on 
our local and stay out runs. Fine 
wool shedhands required from 
start August until end October.

Quality accommodation available. 
Friendly and safe working 

environments. 

For enquiries call Joel on 
0274 075 531

Phone Colin on 022 183 2200
or 06 879 5553

Like to come shearing in the 
sunny Hawkes Bay? 

We have jobs available from mid-
May to end of September and 
mid-October through to March for 
seasonal  staff. 

If you’d like to move here  to live 
we have permanent positions 
available for the right people. All 
you need is a good work ethic and 
your gear.

Meals provided 
Accommodation available. 

Member NZ Shearing Contractors’ Assn
Sponsor, North Island Woolhandling Circuit

Phone: 027 862 3424

We’re looking for keen 
and reliable people with 
a professional attitude to 
help with our busy Main 

and Second Shear seasons 
(late Nov to early Feb and 

late Apr to early July).

Top pay rates, transport and 
food supplied. 

Call or text to book in and 
Get Shearin’ with Kieran!

Action from New Zealand championships: Top left and inset, Chile’s Luis Pincol 
competing in the senior final, where 
he finished third. Above left: Logan 
Kamura,  second in both the novice 
shearing and open woolhandling. Top 
right, Ricky Thompson, senior semi-
finalist. Opposite, Who is this hand-
some man among the many willing 
support staff at the championships?
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Proud to support N.Z. Shearing Magazine

We require staff July-October and January-May
Accommodation, travel and meals provided

Good attitude towards work and our clients essential
Reliable work and weather patterns in Central Otago

Employment Agreement based on NZSCA
Work under NZSCA ‘SHEARNZ’ programme

All enquiries welcomed. Contact Peter or Elsie
Tel 03 448 6378 Fax 03 448 9201

Email: elsie@peterlyonshearing.co.nz

Work available in the Gisborne 
region for quality shearers and 

shedhands
All enquiries welcome

Phone Beau on 
027 842 4172

Above:Peter Lyon Shearing gang members at Stonehenge, December 2017, from 
left: Anahera Taha-Williams, Nova Kumeroa-Elers, Dallas Mihaere, Krome Elers 
(front), Rangitai Wainohu and Daine Rehe. Opposite:Veteran judge Peter Lewer, 
sporting the pounamu pendant presented to him for stalwart service by the Waimarino 
Shears Committee on the occasion of its 40th anniversary show last month (March). 

Above: Ross Kelman using all the laws of physics to get 
this Stonehenge ram into position so he can ... decide where 
the next blow is going. Opposite, no such problems for Turi 
Edmonds on this crossbred at NZ Shearing Championships.



Shearing 39

Read Shearing magazine on line at www.lastsidepublishing.co.nz

wish I USED An evo
Paul “Snapper” Kelliher - Shearer

Wyndham, New Zealand
December 2017 lock up 

Used a worm drive 

Heiniger New Zealand | 1B Chinook Pl, Christchurch 8042 | Ph. (03) 349 8282 | www.heiniger.co.nz 

Stay safe in the shearing shed. Order the EVO from 
your local Heiniger stockist or call 03 349 8282 today

EVO
THE WORLD’S MOST TRUSTED 

& NO. 1 SELLING SHEARING PLANT

Refer to Worksafe NZ 
Good Practice Guidelines 
August 2016, Section 3, Page 13
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40 Spartan Road, Takanini  |  T: 09 266 2333

The Rocket includes a wide throw for outstanding 
performance, with a broad tooth profile and long 
outside edge that provides the ultimate in safety.

> RUN-IN FOR FASTER SHEARING

ROCKET CUTTER

Hot forged and precision ground from the finest 
quality blade steel for guaranteed consistency, the 
Raptor offers high performance and long life.

> FULL THICKNESS WINTER CUTTER

RAPTOR CUTTER

AVAILABLE THROUGH ALL LEADING FARM 
MERCHANDISE STORES 

WWW.ACTO.CO.NZ

SHEAR WITH CONFIDENCE 
THIS WINTER

WWW.LISTER-SHEARING.COM | @LISTERSHEARING
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